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Mamy poczatek marca. Dni staja sie
coraz dtuzsze i stonice swieci coraz intensyw-
niej. Jednak tegoroczne przedwios$nie jest
inne niz zwykle. Po chwilowej ekscytacji
zwiazanej z jesiennym powrotem do szkoly
wiekszos¢ nauczycieli i uczniow naszej Szko-
ly od polowy pazdziernika pozostaje w domu.
Lekcje przeniosly sie do Internetu. Jedyny
kontakt z uczniami to spotkania online w MS
Teams.

Mimo tych utrudnien drugi numer
Gazety Monneta nie tylko sie ukazuje w
przewidywanym czasie, ale nawet jest bar-
dziej obszerny niz ostatnio i peten inspiruja-
cych nowosci.

Przedstawiamy Panstwu ponad 20 arty-
kulow, w przewazajacej czesci anglojezycz-
nych. Tematyka, ktora prezentujemy, pokry-
wa sie z obszarem zainteresowan naszych
uczniow, sg to: sztuka i muzyka, literatura,
polityka i sport. W drugim numerze nie za-
braklo rowniez tematow spotecznych (opieka
nad zwierzetami), artykulow zwiazanych z
obecng sytuacja w kraju (szeroko ostatnio
dyskutowana sprawa wolnosci mediow), czy
tez jednego z wiodacych obecnie w Swiecie
tematoéw ochrony zdrowia.

Cieszy mnie coraz wieksze zaangazo-
wanie we wspoltworzenie Gazety uczniow ze
Szkoty Podstawowe;].

W styczniu dotarla do nas bardzo
smutna wiadomosS¢ o Smierci Pana Jerzego
Piskorskiego, wspolzalozyciela naszej szkoly.
Nauczyciele i uczniowie wspominaja Pana
Jerzego na naszych tlamach. Specjalne po-
dziekowania kieruje do Pani Dyrektor Hanny
Buskiewicz-Piskorskiej, za umieszczenie w
Gazecie Monneta krétkiego wspomnienia.

Tegoroczna zima byla sroga, smutna
i dluga. Zegnamy ja z pewna ulga. Drugi nu-
mer Gazety ukazuje sie w czasie przedwio-
Snia. Za moment przyroda rozpocznie Swoj
nowy cykl. A my nabierzemy nowych sil.
Ufam, ze teksty w ponizszym numerze przy-
niosg nam wszystkim nieco wytchnienia
i pomoga nabrac¢ wiosennego animuszu.

Gratuluje wszystkim autorom i jestem
pod wielkim wrazeniem ich kreatywnosci.

Zapraszam wszystkich Panstwa do lek-
tury.

Aleksander Jarnicki
Redaktor Naczelny Gazety Monneta.

It is the beginning of March. The days
are getting longer and the sun is shining more
and more. However, this year's early spring is
different than usual. After the excitement of
going back to school in the autumn, most of
the teachers and students of our school have
been staying at home since mid-October. Les-
sons have moved to the Internet. The only
contact with students are online meetings on
MS Teams.

Despite these difficulties, the second is-
sue of Gazeta Monneta is not only released on
time, but is even more extensive than the last
one and full of inspiring news.

We present you over 20 articles, mostly
written in English. The topics you will read
about correspond to the area of interest of our
students. The students write about art and
music, literature, politics and sport. The sec-
ond issue also includes social topics (animal
care), articles related to the current situation
in the country (the recently widely discussed
issue of media freedom), or one of the world's
leading healthcare topics.

I am glad that students from Primary
School are getting more and more involved in
co-creating Gazeta Monneta.

In January, we received very sad news
about the death of Mr. Jerzy Piskorski, the co-
founder of our school. Both teachers and stu-
dents remember Mr. Piskorski in the latest
issue of our newspaper. Special thanks go to
the Principal of Monnet International School,
Mrs. Hanna Buskiewicz-Piskorska, for placing
a short memoir in Gazeta Monneta.

This year's winter was harsh, sad and
long. We say goodbye to it with some relief.
The second issue of Gazeta appears in the
early spring. In a moment, nature will begin
its new cycle. And we will gain new strength.

I trust that the texts in the following issue will
bring us all a bit of respite and help us gain
spring spirit.

Congratulations to all the authors and
I am very impressed with their creativity.

I invite you all to have a great read.

Aleksander Jarnicki
Editor-in-chief of Gazeta Monneta.



ULOTNY IMPRESJONIZM, CZYLI PRACE
OLGI BOZNANSKIEJ
W MUZEUM NARODOWYM
W WARSZAWIE.
Mia Przebindowska

W obecnym czasie, obarczonym wielo-
ma ograniczeniami z powodu trwajacej pan-
demii, trudno o powszechny dostep do insty-
tucji kultury. Teatry, kina, muzea i galerie
pozostawaly zamkniete dla szerokiej publicz-
nosci. Ostatnie jednak ponowne ich otwarcie
jest fantastyczna okazja do ponownego
przyjrzenia sie muzealnym zbiorom i propo-
zycjom oferowanym przez teatry, galerie
i kina. Warszawskie Muzeum Narodowe od
lat prezentujace swoja stala kolekcje, na
ktora skladaja sie prace wybitnych polskich
artystow, ma w swoich zbiorach obrazy wy-
jatkowej malarki, ktéra zdecydowanie zastu-
guje na uwage - Olgi Boznanskiej. Poswiec-
my chwile, by przyjrzec sie jej artystycznej
i zyciowej drodze oraz pracom znajdujacym
sie w zbiorach Muzeum Narodowego i wpa-
trze¢ sie¢ w peilne delikatnosci oczy portreto-
wanych przez nia ludzi. To jedna z pierw-
szych polskich artystek, powaznie myslaca o
sztuce, ktora poswiecita jej swoje zawodowe
1 prywatne zycie.

Olga Boznanska pochodzila z Krakowa. Od
dziecinstwa otaczana sztuka, swoje pierwsze
lekcje rysunku pobierata u matki, ktéora
rowniez zajmowala sie malarstwem. Jako
nastolatka ksztalcita sie na prywatnych za-
jeciach u krakowskich artystow. Niestety, w
czasach, w ktorych zyla, kobiety nie mialy
wstepu do Akademii Sztuk Pieknych, wiec
mloda Boznanska, myslac powaznie o karie-
rze malarskiej, rozpoczeta edukacje na wyz-

szych kursach dla kobiet, prowadzonych
przez Adriana Baranieckiego w Krakowie.
Nauke kontynuowala w innych prywatnych
pracowniach, z czasem odnajdujac swo6j ma-
larski styl i pelnie sily wyrazu. Przekonana o
potrzebie ciaglego samoksztalcenia, posta-
nawia wyjecha¢ do Monachium, gdzie two-
rzona przy tamtejszej Akademii Sztuk Piek-
nych kolonia polskich artystow stynie z
awangardy i nowego spojrzenia na malar-
stwo. Artystka wynajela wlasna pracownie

i zaczela malowac portrety. To wlasnie tam
odkrywa zdobycze impresjonizmu i po ja-
kim$§ czasie na stale osiedla sie w Paryzu.
Nie zrywa jednak wiezi z rodzina i Krako-
wem. Co jakiS czas odwiedza rodzicow,
uczestniczy w krajowych wystawach. W sta-
tej kolekcji Muzeum Narodowego w Warsza-
wie znajduje sie kilka fascynujacych i piek-
nych autoportretow Boznanskiej z tamtego
okresu, ale takze martwe natury oraz portre-
ty innych oséb malowane w charaktery-
styczny dla artystki sposéb. Wiasny jezyk
malarski wyr6znia ja sposrod wielu malarzy.

Portret kobiety w czarnym kapeluszu.1906.
Olej na tekturze. 104 x 84 cm. Wlasnos¢é prywatna.
Depozyt w Muzeum Narodowym w Warszawie



Ta wybitna portrecistka, uznawana za pol-
ska przedstawicielke impresjonizmu, wysta-
wiala swoje prace obok takich nazwisk jak
Whistler czy Manet i prezentowata obrazy w
Krakowie, Lwowie czy Warszawie.

Dzisiejsza ekspozycja jej dziet w Mu-
zeum Narodowym w Warszawie, znakomicie
zaaranzowana, pomaga w skupieniu odbie-
rac jej tworczosc.

&~

Macierzyristwo 1902.
Olej na ptoétnie. 58,5 x 46,5 cm. Wlasnosé¢ prywatna.

Olga Boznanska sama mowila o swo-
ich pracach ,Obrazy moje wspaniale wygla-
daja, bo sa prawda, sa uczciwe, panskie,
nie ma w nich malostkowosci, nie ma ma-
niery, nie ma blagi”. Jej prace sa pelne ulot-
nosci, niedopowiedzen i tajemnicy, skrywa-
jacej sie w spojrzeniu portretowanych osob.
Co wazne - sposob malowania, jakby za
subtelna mgla, z ktorej wyrazne Zrenice
i kolory ksztaltuja glowny kontur - pomaga
w oddaniu nastroju i psychologii przedsta-
wionej na obrazie osoby. Méwi sie, ze posta-
ci z portretow Boznanskiej sa jakby uchwy-
cone W momencie pewnego wyznania, roz-
terki, wazacych sie przemyslen. W tworczo-
Sci tej malarki takze kolor nigdy nie byl

przypadkiem. Byla uznawana za czula kolo-
rystke, operowala paleta monochromatycz-
nych barw, ograniczonych do szarosci, bra-
zOw, zieleni, czerni, fioletow, bieli. Jednak
jej ukochanym kolorem byt ten nijaki, wie-
loosobowy i uniwersalny zarazem, bardzo
okreslony - szary. Cale swoje zycie zglebiata
nieoczywistoS¢ szarosci, szukajac nowych
odcieni, ciemne przeplatajac z jasnym, zdo-
biac je innymi kolorami. O palete pelna tak
ysorudnych” koloréw trzeba niestychanie
dbac, zatem, aby kolory nie zmieszaly si¢ na
plotnie i nie zlaly w jeden niewyrazny od-
cien, artystka nigdy nie malowala na mo-
kro.

Co ciekawe, srodowisko naukowe cze-
sto polemizuje z tym, czy Boznanska fak-
tycznie byla impresjonistka. Watpliwosci
moga stanowi¢ ciemne barwy czy malowa-
nie wewnatrz pracowni, co nie pasuje do
szablonu impresjonistycznego malarstwa
skoncentrowanego na naturze i ulotnosci
Swiatla, operujacego raczej jasnymi barwa-
mi i starajacego sie uchwyci¢ moment prze-
lotny, chwilowy obraz.

"

Fotografia:

Olga Boznariska w 1930 r.
(domena publiczna)



Dziewczynka z chryzantemami 1894
Olej na tekturze 88,5 x 69 cm
Muzeum Narodowe w Krakowie

Mogloby sie wiec zdawac, ze Boznanska im-
presjonistka nie jest. Nic jednak bardziej
mylnego.

Olga Boznanska absolutnie malowata
jak najwybitniejsi przedstawiciele tego nur-
tu, przetwarzajac rzeczywistoS¢é, pedzlem
niewyraznie zaznaczajac ksztalty, plamami
oddajac kontur oraz forme i niepowtarzalne
Swiatlo opadajace na tkanine, pokoj, twarz,
dion, przedmiot czy Sciany, w ten sposéb
oddajac impresyjnos¢ chwili, ale takze im-
presyjnos¢ osobistych przezy¢ malowanej
postaci.

W warszawskim Muzeum Narodowym
mamy okazje podziwia¢ miedzy innymi takie
dziela jak Martwa natura z wa-
zaq, Dziewczynka z koszem jarzyn w ogro-
dzie, Anemony oraz jedno ze wspanialszych
dziel malarki: W oranzerii, w ktérym to ob-
razie zewnetrzna natura - réze ogrodowe
i tropikalne palmy kontrastuja z delikatna
woalka kapelusza dziewczyny i blekitem jej

sukni.

Olga Boznanska to wybitna polska
malarka, ktorej prac nie mozna ominac
podczas zwiedzania Muzeum Narodowego.
Tworczos¢ tej artystki, jak i dramatyczne
zycie- Boznanska umierala w swej paryskiej
pracowni w nedzy, opuszczona przez roda-
kow i bliskich, sktania do refleksji nad ulot-
noscia zycia i natury. Jednak pozostaly jej
dziela - obrazy pelne subtelnej gry swia-
ttem, przesigkniete wrazliwoscia do tego
stopnia, ze sprawiajg wrazenie wrecz reali-
stycznych. Obcowanie z pracami tej malarki
to niesamowite doswiadczenie, kontakt ze
sztuka na najwyzszym poziomie. Patrzac na
jej obrazy mozna mie¢ wrazenie, jakby ma-
larka wrecz ogladala je razem z nami. Wizy-
ta w Muzeum Narodowym to mozliwos$¢ po-
znania lub odkrycia na nowo prac tej wspa-
nialej artystki, a by¢ moze takze innych
tworcow, rownie waznych dla caloksztaltu
polskiego malarstwa.

Autoportret ok. 1906.
Pastel na tekturze. 74x 3,5 cm.
Muzeum Narodowe w Warszawie.



Kobieta oddana sztuce,

czyli malarski Swiat Leonor Fini
Mia Przebindowska

W najnowszej ofercie kilku domow au-
kcyjnych w Polsce pojawily si¢ prace Leonor
Fini. Ta zapomniana i wcigz mato znana w
naszym kraju malarka, byla jedna z ciekaw-
szych postaci Swiata sztuki drugiej potowy
XX wieku, warto wiec przy tej okazji przypo-
mniec jej sylwetke i dzielo. Artystka o wyraz-
nym, charakterystycznym stylu i niezwyklej
osobowosci w swoich obrazach przywolywata
tematy zwigzane z kobiecoScig - tajemnicza
natura kobiet, ich sensualnoscia, a takze
mitycznym losem. Wiele z jej prac to portrety
i autoportrety, w ktorych nawiazuje do ma-
larstwa renesansowego. Nie inaczej jest z
pracami aktualnie wystawionymi w domach
aukcyjnych. Mozemy podziwiac¢ grafiki
z przedstawieniami kobiet, a takze jedna
prace, na ktorej malarka umiescila pare.

To, co zachwyca milosnikéw jej sztuki, to
niesamowite skupienie i spojrzenie przedsta-
wianych modeli. Ich oczy bardzo czesto spo-
gladaja w dal, tworzac aure tajemniczosci,
spokoju, wywolujac u odbiorcy poczucie do-
gtebnego, dojrzalego zrozumienia.

Ta argentynsko-wloska artystka, choc
urodzila sie w Buenos Aires, dziecinstwo i
wczesna mltodosS¢ spedzita w Triescie. Na-
stepnie zamieszkala w Mediolanie a pozniej
w Paryzu, gdzie weszla w krag takich ludzi
sztuki jak m.in. Pablo Picasso, Salvador Da-
li, czy Max Ernst. Silnie zwigzana z grupa
surrealistow, znalazta jednak swoja wlasna
droge i malarski jezyk. Choc¢ przez cate zycie
glownie zajmowala sie¢ malarstwem i grafika,
projektowala tez kostiumy i scenografie dla

teatrow dramatycznych, operowych oraz ba-
letow. Jest takze autorka kostiumow filmo-
wych. Co ciekawe, prywatnie byla zwigzana
z polskim pisarzem i publicysta Konstantym
Jelenskim.

Kochala koty i w ostatnich latach to

wlasnie one staly sie czestymi bohaterami
jej obrazow. Fini to kobieta, ktora cale swoje
zycie oddala sztuce, odrealniajac nawet to,
co codzienne. Tak, jak w swoich obrazach,
tworzyla wokol siebie scenerie przywotujaca
Swiat mitologii i snow. Aranzacje jej miesz-
kan dalekie byly od przyjetych standardow,
podobnie jak cale jej zycie. Malarka znana w
paryskich i wloskich kregach lat 60. 70.
i 80. jest rowniez podziwiana przez wspol-
czesne nam ikony Swiata popkultury. Przy-
kltadem moze byc¢ teledysk Madonny Bedti-
me Story z 1995 roku, w ktéorym owa ikona
muzyki pop wykorzystata obraz Na koricu
Swiata, potwierdzajac tym samym wciaz zy-
we zainteresowanie tworczoscia tej wyjatko-
wej artystki.

https: 2015/11/04/the-
the-black-egg-leonor-fini/

biblioklept.or;
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Poetyckie obrazy zimy

Uczniowie klasy 4
PYP pozegnali zime =
i powitali astrono-
miczna wiosne w
twoérczy sposob. W
ramach zajec¢ z je-
zyka polskiego ma- ik
lowali slowem =
i stworzyli wlasne
poetyckie  obrazy
zimy. Zbieglo sie tor
takze z Miedzyna-
rodowym  Dniem “gy
Pisarza i Pisarek.
Serdecznie zapraszamy do zapoznania sie z
tekstami uczniow.

A

Jest zima i jest bardzo przyjemnie. Pije
goraca czekolade i robie bitwe na $niezki.
Niestety zapomnialem rekawiczek, ale to mi
nie przeszkadza. Wczesniej graliSmy w pitke.
Bylo bardzo slisko.

(Albert Chrystowski )

Zima jest biala i zimna a $nieg jest
miekki. Lod spada z dachow, stychac¢ dzwo-
neczki. Choinki w domach i prezenty. Dzieci
w domach biegaja. To jest piekna biala zima.
(Mikotaj Myslinski)

Zima jest zimna, cala biata jak chmury.
Kazdy ma goraca czekolade, ktora pachnie
bardzo pysznie. Stycha¢ dzwony san i czuc
zimny Snieg. Slysze dziadkow, babcie mame,
tate, wujkow przy wigilijnym stole, smakujac
karpia.

(Alex Wedman)

Czuje pachnaca zielona sosne.

Widze bialy blyszczacy Snieg.

Smakuje pyszna, ciemna, goraca czekolade.
Dotykam czerwono-biatego kubka.
Stucham relaksacyjnej muzyki.

(Helena Remiszewska)

W zime czuje mroz. Ranek jest najprzy-
jemniejszy, zwlaszcza ten w niedziele, kiedy
moge pi¢ goraca czekolade. Biore sanki i ide
na najlepsza gorke na mojej ulicy. Bardzo ja
lubie, bo jest wysoka i jest na niej duzo Snie-
gu.

(Leon Jakoniuk)

Pada snieg, daleko widac¢ las. W lesie
slychac zwierzeta. Siedze w domu i pije go-
raca czekolade. Biore $nieg i przesypuje
przez palce, Snieg jest sypki i miekki.
(Marcel Ziganshin)




Zasniezone lasy

Pewnego dnia szedlem przez las. Byl
Pod taka
warstwg Sniegu nie bylo widac¢ ani trawy,

pokryty gruba warstwa Sniegu.

ani krzakow. Troche sie przestraszylem. Nie
wiedzialem, czy wraca¢ do domu, czy iS¢ da-
lej w glab lasu. Zatrzymalem sie i zobaczy-
lem niesamowita rzecz. Galezie uginaly sie
pod ciezarem Sniegu. Poszedlem dalej i tam
zobaczylem zdumiewajace miasto ze Sniegu.
(Stanislaw Wloszczowski)

w zimowy poranek wyglada bajkowo.
Jest bialo, pusto i cicho. Oszronione galezie
drzew wygladaja jak koronka. Mroz szczypie
mnie w nos. Oddycham ostrym, lodowatym
powietrzem. Snieg przyjemnie skrzypi pod
nogami. Jest pieknie.

(Aleksander Jozefacki)

Snieg delikatnie spada na kazda cza-
peczke dziecka. Widac i czu¢, gdy zima nad-
chodzi. Stychac¢ krzyki dzieci, ktore zjezdzaja
na sankach albo wida¢, jak lepia balwana
przez okno. Czug, jak Snieg wpada do butow
i na jezyk. Jest zimny i mokry. Babcia zrobi
cieplta goraca czekolade.

(Lilia Raczkowska)

Balwanek rzucil Sniezka w okno. Przez
przypadek je wybil, wiec uciekt.
(Stanislaw Wloszczowski
Po6l zartem, pol serio)

Dzwonia dzwoneczki, dzieci buduja bal-
wana. Wszedzie pieknie pachnie pierniczka-
mi a ja siedze w oknie, pije goraca czekolade
i podziwiam piekny obraz zimy.

(Antonina Banaszewska)
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NEWSLETTER

INTERVIEW WITH MR.NAPOLEON
Antoni Wodzicki

Hi, this is Antoni Wodzicki and today we are going to be interviewing the leader of the popu-
lar “Animal Farm” - Napoleon.

So, first question. Why did you decide that you should be the leader of “Animal Farm”?

As I was growing up, I saw that the pigs are getting more attention and that we are the
most intelligent species on the farm, so I was “born into” the race. After hearing that Snow-
ball wanted to run for leadership in our community, I knew I had to win because I am supe-
rior. So, I banished him from the farm and won the popular vote. I always get what I want,
and that is a quality of a good leader, a good leader gets what he wants when he wants it.

When banishing Snowball, did you intend to kill him or rather just chase him off?

I intended to kill him. Leaving your enemies alive is a weak trait for a leader, showing that
you didn’t get rid of the problem. Because of that I may now be a target for Snowball.

Do you think Squealer would be a good leader?

No. I keep him by my side out of pity and because he does what I want him to. He is my
messenger. He tells the animals what [ want, and he is a pig himself. [ must keep him close
because all pigs are superior.

Do you think you are a good leader?

Of course! I am the best leader to have ever ruled the farm and I think that no one would do
it better than me! I keep everyone busy; the farm is running so we make a profit out of it.

I make everyone work the same and I make their laws, so they live happily. I distribute the
food and resources. Of course, my work is very tiring, so I rest often, and that is why I need
so many animals to do my work for me. Everything is in order and everyone is disciplined
thanks to me, and I manage the wealth excellently. Imagine all the money I save on food
and work that we can spend on important things like parties.
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COMMUNISM BY ORWELL
Elwira Kawecka

“Animal Farm” is an allegorical novella by
George Orwell. The book was first pub-
lished on 17 August 1945. Chapter one of
the novella is just the beginning of the
book but it already gives us an insight into
the situation and presents the main char-
acters. The action takes place on a farm
ruled by the lazy and sloppy Mr. Jones. He
drinks a lot and doesn’t really care about
the animals on the farm. One day, Old
Major, a pig that lives on the farm, organ-
izes a meeting for the animals. He gives a
motivational speech and suggests an up-
rising. All animals agree and they sing a
song “Beasts of England” written by Old
Major. Mr. Jones awakens and fires his
gun. The animals frightened from hearing
the shot, disperse and go to sleep.

The main character that we meet in this
fragment is Old Major. He is based on Karl
Marx and Vladimir Lenin who were com-
munists. Karl Marx formed the basis of
communism and Lenin was a Russian rev-
olutionary who established a form of
Marxism in Russia. Mr. Jones represents
a bad leader who doesn't care about his
people and is shown as an enemy in the
story. As we can see “Animal Farm” has a
lot of hidden messages and shows us, in a
simple way, what communism was about.
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THE BATTLE OF THE COWSHED
Michalina Sliwiriska

Weve just been informed that a deadly
battle took place on Animal Farm. As our
sources say, the owners of neighbouring
farms were terrified of their animals want-
ing to start a rebellion. One of the farmers
stated - “Honesty, I think the situation is
getting out of hand, I still need to feed my
family and earn money. If my animals take
the side of those form the Old Manor Farm
me and the others will have huge prob-
lem”.

The Battle of Cowshed was a big break-
through for the leaders of Animal Farm -
especially Snowball who showed his amaz-
ing organizational and warrior-like skills.
When our journalist came to the place of
the battle, he was informed that one of the
sheep died during the fierce fight between
humans and animals. Like some of the
animals stated - “She did this to help us
win, a true sacrifice for the animals’ and
our farm’s wellbeing”. We were also in-
formed that the sheep was honoured with
a second-class award, while horse Boxer
and leader Snowball with the first-class
awards. It is because Boxer knocked out
one of the humans, which later on con-
tributed to the winning of the battle.
Snowball on the other hand got the reward
for the planning and fierce fight against
enemies. "The battle will be long remem-
bered" -
and joy and they will be celebrating its an-

say the animals, it is their pride

niversary by firing the gun humans left
behind.



Margaret Atwood
Izabela Bierikowska

“The artist doesn’t necessarily communi-
cate. The artist evokes ... [It] actually
doesn’t matter what I feel. What matters
is how the art makes you feel.” — M. At-

wood

Margaret Atwood has not been able to
confirm if Mary Webster was, in fact, her
Although Atwood’s grand-
mother’s maiden name was Webster, the

ancestor.

elderly woman often changed her mind
on that matter. There was nothing left
for Atwood but to decide on which ver-
sion to believe, and so she picked the
story. Living in the 17th century in Con-
necticut, Mary Webster was accused of
witchcraft and hanged. Surprisingly, the
next day after the execution the woman
was not dead. In those days, a person
couldn’t be persecuted twice for one
crime, so Webster went free. The story of
the alleged ancestor has inspired At-
wood’s works — she even wrote a poem in
the voice of “Half-Hanged Mary”.

Margaret Atwood is a Canadian writer,
poet, but also human rights and envi-
ronmental activist. Her works were pub-
lished in more than forty-five countries,

and they have received many awards, at
the same time having a great influence
on popular culture.

“The Handmaid’s Tale”, dedicated to
Mary Webster and to Harvard Professor
Perry Miller, is one of Atwood’s the most
widely known works. Being a repre-
sentative of the speculative fiction genre,
this dystopian novel takes place in a to-
talitarian theocratic state, Gilead, which
replaced the United States. Due to the
low birth rates, elite couples, having
trouble conceiving, receive a Handmaid
whose responsibility is to bear their chil-
dren. The main character, Offred, is a
Handmaid of Commander’s family. Her
“name” is the sign of ownership — she
serves in Fred’s household. Throughout
the novel she tells us her history. Not
only is she deprived of free will, but also
separated from her husband and daugh-
ter. Gilead is the world where women,
especially Handmaids, do not have basic
rights. Nor do they have any choice.

“The Handmaid’s Tale” provides a rather
disturbing idea of potential reality. Even
Atwood told her literary agent, Phoebe
Larmore, that the new novel scared her.
Although it seems unrealistic, the novel
was inspired by real-life events. Atwood
was collecting newspaper articles which
then created a background for her work.
“Women forced to have babies” said one
of the extracts; it was presenting a new
Romanian law from the 1960s saying
that women had to have at least four ba-
bies. Terrifying, right? And it is only one
out of many examples.
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Atwood also takes inspiration from the
Bible, namely from the Book of Genesis.
Before the “ceremony” in which hus-
band, in his wife’s presence, tries to im-
pregnate a Handmaid, he reads the Bib-
lical story about Rachel. She has trouble
getting pregnant, so she convinces her
husband to have a child with her maid,
Bilhah. Rachel
Bilhah's babies.
tween this biblical story and the Hand-

then gets to raise

Some resembles be-

maid’s ceremony can be easily seen.
“The Hand-
maid’s Tale does not depend upon hypo-

As Margaret Atwood said:

thetical scenarios, omens, or straws in the
wind, but upon documented occurrences
and public pronouncements; all matters of
record.”

Dealing with important issues, Atwood’s
work gained popularity very quickly and
has had various adaptations - movie, TV
series, even a ballet. Handmaids also be-
came a protest symbol. Women dressed as
Handmaids attended many pro-choice
demonstrations around the world - they
protested against abortion ban in Argenti-
na, health care bill in US, or even visits of
Donald Trump in London. Not so long ago
we got to see Handmaids in Warsaw; in Oc-
tober 2020 a demonstration opposing tight-
ening of the abortion law took place in front
of the Constitutional Tribunal.

It has been over 30 years since “The Hand-
maid’s Tale” was first published, but it
doesn’t lose popularity. Margaret Atwood
herself is also an accomplished writer who
attracts attention of readers from all

around the world. The online meeting, held

on 20th January by Literacki Sopot, gath-
ered over 40 000 participants! It is an un-
deniable proof for Atwood’s recognition.
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Mia Przebindowska

Wyznanie oczekiwania

Ciezkie jest wszystko.
kamien
ksigzka
chusta

tlen
Najciezszy jest czlowiek
drugi trzeci sam

Tacy potwornie ciezcy
jeszcze niosacy ciezary
Sami ze sobg
I to przez zycie

Zimne
staje sie twarde
letnie zimowe
Gdy cos sie leje
to sie przelewa
state dotkniete rozpada

Wszystko ciezkie

I nie wiem  jak to ponies¢
sama
Rozstrzygniecie

Konkursu Translatorskiego
»Mlodzi tlumacza Louise Gliick”

Z radoscia informujemy, ze Konkurs Trans-

latorski zostal rozstrzygniety! Siedmioro
uczniow naszej szkoly nadestalo swoje ttu-
maczenia wierszy Noblistki. Wierszy — trze-

ba tu zaznaczy¢ — stanowiacych prawdziwe

translatorskie wyzwanie. Jury wylonilo
sposrod nich dwa tlumaczenia, ktére wy-

roznity sie szczegodlnie.

Pierwsze miejsce w Konkursie Translator-
skim ,Mlodzi ttumacza Louise Glick” przy-
znajemy Hannie Marczuk z klasy 2 pre-DP
wiersza

za znakomite tlumaczenie

»Przesztos¢” (,The Past”). Praca ta dowodzi
niezwyklej dojrzalosci: zachowuje rownowa-
ge pomiedzy wiernoscia oryginatowi a stwo-
rzeniem tekstu, ktéry brzmi poetycko i na-
strojowo dla polskiego odbiorcy. Widac¢ tu
poglebiona refleksje mtodej ttumaczki

i Swiadome, wywazone wybory. Cytujac dr
Anne Warso, goscia specjalnego naszego
jury, znawczynie literatury amerykanskiej

i thumaczke: ,To jest wiersz o glosie i ten
glos zostal tu uszanowany. W moim odczu-
ciu jest bliski gtosowi Louise Gluck”.

Przyznajemy takze wyréznienie Zofii Madrej
z klasy 2 DP za swietne tlumaczenie ,Mitu
(,The Myth of Innocence”).
Praca ta dowodzi warsztatu i wrazliwosci

niewinnosci”

na slowo, a takze kreatywnosci w mierzeniu
sie ze skomplikowanym i niejednoznacz-
nym utworem.

Zwycieskie ttumaczenie Hani uhonorowane
zostanie interpretacja w wykonaniu Teatru
4. Pietro, a takze wraz z wyr6znionym ttu-
maczeniem Zosi opublikowane w Gazecie
Monneta. Mamy nadzieje, ze wkrotce takze
bedziemy miec okazje, aby przekazac¢ autor-
kom nagrody ksigzkowe. Haniu i Zosiu -
gratulujemy!
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The Past
Louise Gluck

Small light in the sky appearing
suddenly between
two pine boughs, their fine needles

now etched onto the radiant surface
and above this
high, feathery heaven—

Smell the air. That is the smell of the white
pine,

most intense when the wind blows through it
and the sound it makes equally strange,

like the sound of the wind in a movie—

Shadows moving. The ropes

making the sound they make. What you hear
now

will be the sound of the nightingale, Chordata,
the male bird courting the female—

The ropes shift. The hammock
sways in the wind, tied
firmly between two pine trees.

Smell the air. That is the smell of the white
pine.

It is my mother’s voice you hear
or is it only the sound the trees make
when the air passes through them

because what sound would it make,
passing through nothing?
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PRZESZLOSC Louise Gluck
ttumaczenie Hanna Marczuk

Male swiatlo na niebie btyska
nagle wsrod
dwoch sosnowych gatazek, ich drobnych igiet

teraz wytloczone na rozpromienionej
powierzchni

a ponad nig

wysokie, pierzaste niebiosa-

Poczuj to powietrze. To zapach biatej sosny,
najsilniejszy gdy wiatr przez nia przewiewa

a wydobywajacy sie dzwiek jest rownie dziwny
jak dzwiek wiatru w filmie-

Ruchome cienie. Sznurki

wydaja sobie wlasciwy dzwiek. To co teraz
slyszysz

jest dzwiekiem stowika, Kregowca,
Spiewem samca dla samicy-

Przesuwajace sie sznurki. Hamak
kolysze sie¢ na wietrze, uwiazany
mocno miedzy dwiema sosnami.

Poczuj to powietrze. To zapach biatej sosny.
Czy to glos mojej matki co styszysz

czy to tylko dzwiek drzew
kiedy przenika przez nie wiatr

gdyz coz to bylby za dzwiek
gdyby przenikat przez pustke?



The Myth of Innocence

Louise Gltick

One summer she goes into the field as usual
stopping for a bit at the pool where she often
looks at herself, to see

if she detects any changes. She sees

the same person, the horrible mantle

of daughterliness still clinging to her.

The sun seems, in the water, very close.
That's my uncle spying again, she thinks—
everything in nature is in some way her rela-
tive.

I am never alone, she thinks,

turning the thought into a prayer.

Then death appears, like the answer to a
prayer.

No one understands anymore

how beautiful he was. But Persephone re-
members.

Also that he embraced her, right there,
with her uncle watching. She remembers
sunlight flashing on his bare arms.

This is the last moment she remembers clear-

ly.
Then the dark god bore her away.

She also remembers, less clearly,
the chilling insight that from this moment
she couldn't live without him again.
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The girl who disappears from the pool

will never return. A woman will return,
looking for the girl she was.

She stands by the pool saying, from time to
time,

I was abducted, but it sounds

wrong to her, nothing like what she felt.
Then she says, [ was not abducted.

Then she says, I offered myself, I wanted

to escape my body. Even, sometimes,

I willed this. But ignorance

cannot will knowledge. Ignorance
wills something imagined, which it believes
exists.

All the different nouns—

she says them in rotation.

Death, husband, god, stranger.

Everything sounds so simple,

so conventional.

I must have been, she thinks, a simple girl.

She can't remember herself as that person
but she keeps thinking the pool will
remember

and explain to her the meaning of her prayer
so she can understand

whether it was answered or not.


https://poets.org/poet/louise-gluck
https://poets.org/poem/myth-innocence

MiIT NIEWINNOSCI Louise Gliick

ttumaczenie Zofia Madra

Jednego lata idzie na lgke jak

zwykle

zatrzymujac sie na chwile przy katuzy gdzie
czesto

patrzy na siebie, zeby ujrzec

czy dostrzeze pewne zmiany. Ona widzi

ta sama osobe, przerazajaca warstwa

corkowosci dalej kurczowo do niej przylega.

Stonce wydaje sie, w wodzie, bardzo blisko.

To moj wujek podglada mnie znowu, mysli-

wszystko w naturze jest w pewien sposob

Z nia

spokrewnione.

Nigdy nie jestem sama, mysli,

obracajac mysl w modlitwe.

Wtedy pojawia sie Smier¢, jak odpowiedz na

modlitwe.

Nikt juz wiecej nie rozumie,

jak piekny on byl. Ale Persefona

pamieta.

Takze o tym jak ja objal, w tym miejscu,

z jej wujkiem spogladajacym. Ona pamieta

slonice oswietlajace jego nagie ramiona.
To jest ostatnia chwila ktora pamieta
wyraznie.

Wtedy ciemny bog zabrat ja daleko.

Ona takze pamieta, mniej wyraznie,

mrozace spostrzezenie ze od tego momentu

ona nie moglaby znowu zyc bez niego.

Dziewczynka ktéra znika znad katuzy
nigdy nie powroci. Kobieta powroci

szukajaca dziewczynki ktora byla.

Stoi nad kaluza powtarzajac, od czasu do
czasu,

Zostatam porwana, ale brzmi to

dla niej nie wlasciwie, nie tak sie czula.
Wtedy mowi, Nie zostatam porwana.
Wtedy mowi, Zaoferowatam sie. Chciatam
uciec z mojego ciata. Nawet, czasem,

Chciatam tego. Ale ignorancja

nie moze pragnac¢ wiedzy. Ignorancja
pragnie czegos nierealnego, ktére

wierzy, ze istnieje.

Te wszystkie rozne rzeczowniki-
powtarza je w kotko.

Smieré, maz, bég, obcy.
Wszystko brzmi tak prosto, tak
oklepanie.

Musiatam by¢, mysli, prosta dziewczynka.

Ona nie moze pamietac siebie jako ta osobe
ale wciaz mysli ze katuza bedzie

pamietata

i wythumaczy jej znaczenie jej

modlitwy

tak zeby zrozumiala

czy zostala odszyfrowana czy nie.
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Tajemnicza historia w Styles - recenzja
Maja Korzeniowska-Jeczen

Tajemnicza historia w Styles to pierw-
sza powieSC opublikowana przez genialng
brytyjska pisarke Agathe Christie i wydana
po raz pierwszy w 1920 roku. Opowiada hi-
storie tajemnicy zabodjstwa starej zamoznej
kobiety. W ksiazce pierwszy raz spotykamy
genialnego, ale niewatpliwie dziwnego detek-
tywa - Herkulesa Poirot. Poirot to utalento-
wany belgijski prywatny detektyw, o niezwy-
kle przenikliwym umysle i nieoczywistym po-
dejsciu do rozwiazywanych zagadek. Poirot
jest znany wielbicielom twoérczosci Agathy
Christie z najpopularniejszej powiesci autor-
ki, opublikowanej w 1934 roku pod tytutem
Murder on the Calais Coach, a znanej obecnie
jako Morderstwo w Orient Expressie.

Fabula ksiazki rozpoczyna sie, gdy
spotykamy kapitana Arthura Hastingsa,
przyjaciela Herkulesa Poirot i jednoczesnie
narratora tej historii. W tym miejscu spoty-
kamy tez starego przyjaciela Hastingsa, Joh-
na Cavendisha, do ktérego domu udaje sie
narrator. To tam, po tragicznej Smierci, a tak
naprawde zabojstwie Emily Inglethorp, ma-
cochy Johna, Herkules Poirot prowadzi
Sledztwo i pomaga w odkryciu mordercy.
Chociaz Poirot jest troche ekstrawagancki
i ekscentryczny, jest takze niesamowitym de-
tektywem z umystem, ktéremu nie dorownu-
je zaden inny. Agatha Christie osiagnela w
ksigzce niezwykla atmosfere tajemnicy, ktora
sprawia, ze z podekscytowaniem i ciekawo-
Scia podazamy za detektywem w jego kolej-
nych poczynaniach i odkrywaniu tajemnicy
morderstw.

Powiesc jest jak nowy swiat dla czytel-

nika, analizujemy wszystko, od zamknietych
drzwi po sktad poobiedniej kawy. Przemierza-
my malg wioske Styles St. Mary, dwor,

na ktorym rozgrywa sie wazna czeSC powiesci
oraz wiele innych miejsc, zbierajac informa-
cje i odkrywajac nowe wskazowki. Poznajemy
kazda postac¢, jak Mary Cavendish - Zone
Johna, Alfreda Inglethorp - meza ofiary czy
Lawrence'a Cavendish - mtodszego brat Joh-
na, obserwujemy, jak zmienia sie ich zacho-
wanie i postawa, gdy sa w niebezpieczenstwie
lub pod presja. Krok za krokiem Sledzimy
proces Sledczy genialnego detektywa i z przy-
jemnoscia kontynuujemy jego droge do od-
krycia, kim jest zabojca.

Mysle, ze Agatha Christie, krolowa po-
wiesci kryminalnych, nie bez powodu jest tak
uwielbiana przez czytelnikow. Proste w swej
konstrukcji opowiesci przyciagaly i nadal
przyciagaja tysiace
dreszczyku emocji, ktéore towarzysza im na

czytelnikow, zadnych
kartach jej ksiazek. Tajemnicza historia w
Styles wprowadza czytelnika w swiat zbrodni,
a zakonczenie jest bardzo zaskakujace. Z jed-
nej strony moze wydawac sie oczywiste i bar-
dzo logiczne, lecz w rzeczywistosci sami nigdy
bysmy do niego nie doszli gdyby nie genialny
detektyw, bedacy naszym przewodnikiem. Na
szczescie zawsze mozemy liczy¢ na niego i na
jego blyskotliwy, przenikliwy umyst.
Uwazam, ze ksiazka jest cudowna

i bardzo milo mi sie ja czytalo. Jest nie tylko
zabawna, ale i ekscytujaca. Ciesze sie, ze
moglam rozwiaza¢ zagadke wraz z glownym
bohaterem. W przyszlosci na pewno siegne
po kolejne powiesci Agathy Christie, do czego
serdecznie namawiam wszystkich.
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ALBUM REVIEWS

Mikotaj Dyczak

Hello. Thank you for “tuning in”.

In this section, I will mostly write about
music albums I listen to and I will talk
about them, and the meaning that [ under-
stand from those albums.

Well then. Let’s get started.

Twin Atlantic: Power

Twin Atlantic are a Scottish alternative
rock band from Glasgow, Scotland. They
began working on their music in 2007 and
in 2009 they released their first album
known as “Vivarium”. The band itself most-
ly did Alternative rock. However, with the
release of their new album on 24th Janu-
ary 2020 they started to experiment with
electronic music.

It’s not difficult to listen to this album, alt-
hough it may get quite repetitive after some
time. The songs themselves are not so dif-
ferent from each other and the electronic
sounds may start to irritate after a while.
Still, the album itself deserves to be recog-
nized. It may prove useful in energizing a
group of people.

Angel Miners & The Lightning Riders

AWOLNATION is known for songs such as
“Run”, “Windows”, “Jailbreak”, and “Fat
Face” or “I AM”. The music of AWOLNA-
TION is made up of synthetic sounds with
drums or guitars. This album connects eve-
rything at once. Firstly, we can get blasted
with quite a fast song entitled “THE BEST”
which sets a certain pattern for other songs
which use the same or quite a similar
chord combination with the same drum
beats.
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What makes this album bizarre is that eve-

ry song has something familiar in it.
Whenever I listen to one of the songs on
this album I feel as if I heard some of those
combinations before. In my personal opin-
ion, AWOLNATION is always a good choice
for meaningful songs that sound very dif-
ferent from any other. So I highly recom-
mend listening to them. The new album
has an intriguing message behind it. When
we listen to the music it's more of a disco
party, but then we may start to wonder:
Who are The Lightning Riders? Who mines
Angels and why? What does the face of the
album represent? It’s half blue with great
white light coming out of it.

A face of a monster under our bed only
waiting to become an angel in the day? Or
maybe... It's us humans that change so
much that we wear many masks but main-

tain one face?

The Hu: The Gereg

Quite a different addition to the previous
two songs but I believe that it fits just fine
to the beginning of the segment. The Hu is
an eight-person music group that makes
“folk-metal” music. The interesting fact is
that the band is made up of Mongol people.
The songs themselves aren’t translated into
English or other languages due to the diffi-
culties with the sole translation of Mongol
language to any other language.

This fact makes me connect this band to
BTS whose songs aren’t translated from
Korean. Of course, both groups make dif-
ferent types of music but this feature
unites them. The Hu makes mostly songs
revolving around Mongolian culture which
is most visible in the album “The Great
“The Gereg”
much different being more of an extension

Chinggis Khan”, and isn’t
to the previous album. I would say fans of
Folk music and fans of simple metal will
enjoy this album.

In my opinion, it is very interesting to listen
to. Of course, the main problem may be
with the lyrics that many people will not
understand. Unfortunately, the meaning of
those lyrics is challenging due to the Mon-
golian language being very difficult to
translate. At the same time listening to the
language itself is uplifting and feels power-
ful. It is a weird sensation yet really worth
it.
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For a change to something less English
than the rest of the albums. Zywiolak is a
Polish folk music group that makes old
Polish/Slavic songs. Their band focuses
mostly on old Polish tales from times before
Poland got baptized, or in other words, they
take Slavic legends and turn them into
songs. In this album, they mainly focus on
a group called “Wendowie” who were Baltic
Slavs, and the word “Sznyt” meaning “ a

scar”.

It all sounds very odd and creepy but some
songs are more powerful with old drums
and violins or bass guitars. The lyrics are
fully in Polish and some of them contain
old Polish words or proverbs. The whole al-
bum itself tells a story of Christian religion
crushing upon Wend Slavs and how it im-
pacted them. It’s hardcore in the message
but if it weren’t for that, the album would
not have its prime energy. I am a big fan of
Zywiotak’s music.

I often left it as a noise in the background
while I was doing something else, but with
this album, I feel as if I took part in what
was told in the songs. I feel as if I was truly
watching the wars or the romances, the

dramas, and the destruction presented
within the music. It’s another powerful al-
bum and its power lies in words that are

energized by the instruments.

Lady Gaga: Chromatica

Lady Gaga known
her
“Pokerface”

mostly for

ih ;
| 5y
| 7. <y l’

song
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AR
or “Bad Romance” 74 A\ B

=T

il

ca for her fans N

created Chromati-

and it was more
than a simple mu-

sic album. It was

a statement for every Pop-Music star. Chro-
matica showcases the life of a musician
who is pressed by the media, forced to act
or behave in a certain way. Lady Gaga
steps up to this oppression and loudly says
“no” in various songs expressing different
aspects of that oppression. It’s yet again
more than just the music, but the message
which gets to the listener after a few lis-
tens. It may be more far-fetched than any
of the previous ones, yet it’s simply inter-
esting to understand the meaning of the
songs and know that it’s a protest against
the media and the pain that it causes. I lis-
tened to the album because a friend
showed it to me. Later on Spotify, I noticed
that the album includes short films in
which Lady Gaga talks about her album. It
is something new due to the division into
three parts which talk about different as-
pects. It’s worth a listen.
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Jerzy Piskorski
07.07.1952 - 13.01.2021

13 stycznia dotarta do nas bardzo smutna
wiadomo$é.

Odszedt od nas Pan Jerzy Piskorski—
wspolzalozyciel naszej szkoty.

Pan Jerzy byt, mozna $miato powiedzied,
niemal budowniczym szkoly podstawowej

przy ul. Stepiniskiej oraz wspoéttworeq po-

mystu przeniesienia naszego liceum

z ul. Abramowskiego do obecnej siedziby
przy ul. Belwederskiej. Podejmowat czesto-
kroé niemal heroiczne wysitki, zebysmy od

przedszkolakéw, poprzez ucznidow szkoty
podstawowej do licealistow, wszyscy mogli

uczyd sie w nowoczesnych, bezpiecznych

i pieknych miejscach. Nie sposéb zliczyé

wszystkie zastugi Pana Jerzego
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dla funkcjonowania naszych szkot.
Bedziemy pamieta¢ Pana Jerzego jako
cztowieka o wielkim sercu, roztaczajqgcego
wokot siebie pozytywna aure,

o wspaniatych zdolnosSciach
organizacyjnych, oddanemu naszej
szkolnej spotecznosci, bez reszty
zaangazowanemu w jej stworzenie
i prowadzenie oraz relacjonowanie
fotograficznie i filmowo zycia naszej szkoly.
My, jako przedstawiciele uczniowskiej
spotecznosci, taczymy sie w boélu z naszaq
Droga Pania Dyrektor
i calq Rodzina Pana Jerzego.

Droga Pani Dyrektor, prosze nie wahaé sie
prosié nas, uczniow Monnet International
School o wsparcie i pomoc w realizacji
planéw Pana Jerzego.

Proponujemy tez, aby przysztoroczne Swie-
to naszej szkoty, ktére przypadnie
w 30-lecie obchodéw powstania
Monnet International School, odbywato sie
jako Memoriat Pana Jerzego Piskorskiego —
dobrego ducha naszej szkoty.
Swietej Pamieci Pan Jerzy Piskorski od
zawsze byt i na zawsze pozostanie bardzo
waznaqg czesciq calej naszej
szkolnej spotecznosci.

Czes¢ Jego Pamiect!

W imieniu wszystkich uczniow

Samorzaqd Szkolny
Monnet International School



Jerzy Piskorski i Monnet International School

Jerzy Piskorski z Monnet International School zwiazany byl od poczatku istnienia
placowki. Wspottworzyl ja w latach 1992 — 2020. Zawsze zaangazowany, interesujacy
sie¢ nawet drobnymi sprawami. Czuwat nad kondycja finansowa szkoty. Dbatl o reklame.
Bardzo duzo czasu i uwagi poswiecat materialom promujacym szkote — zajmowat sie ich
strona graficzng. Troszczyl sie o baze lokalowa - i wtedy, gdy chodzilo o duze zmiany
czy remonty i wtedy, gdy trzeba byto pomysle¢ o rzeczach drobniejszych, cho¢ réwnie
waznych - czego przykladem sa wykonane przez niego piekne i kolorowe przedszkolne
mebelki. Bardzo duzo uwagi poswiecatl tez sprawom zwigzanym z zapewnieniem szkole
odpowiedniego i potrzebnego sprzetu — oswietlenia dla szkolnego teatru i kapeli rocko-
wej, sprzetu naglosnieniowego, oczyszczaczy powietrza. Stworzyt takze projekt sceny te-

atralnej w nowej siedzibie szkoty przy ul. Belwederskie;j.

Jerzy Piskorski byl tez pomystodawca idei konferencji organizowanych przez
szkote. Odbylo sie ich piec. Pierwsza w 2007 r. dotyczyla wprowadzania programu PYP
IB do przedszkola. Kolejna w 2008 r.: ,Szkola otwarta na swiat. Wielokulturowos¢ szkot
IB w kontekscie migracji spolecznych we wspolczesnym swiecie”. W 2009 r. zorganizo-
wane zostalo wydarzenie: ,Zatrzymac najlepszych!”. W roku 2018 w nowej siedzibie
szkoly odbyta sie miedzynarodowa konferencja na temat: ,Felicytologia w praktyce
szkolnej”, a rok pozniej — ,,Szkota wartosci” — o nadrzednej roli szkoly, jaka jest ksztatto-
wanie postaw. Wszystkie te spotkania wspotorganizowat Jerzy Piskorski — mial wplyw

na tematyke i dobor gosci oraz prelegentow.

Jerzy Piskorski stworzyl tez zapisang w zdjeciach historie szkoly — przez prawie
30 lat konsekwentnie fotografowatl szkolne wydarzenia: przedstawienia, studniowki, wy-
jazdy integracyjne, zielone szkoty, koncerty, konferencje, przedsiewziecia charytatyw-
ne...Dzieki temu wszyscy mozemy przesledzic historie szkoly, dostrzec zmiany, jakie
w niej zaszly. Przypomniec sobie wszystkich, ktorzy ze szkola byli zwigzani — wspania-
tych uczniow, nauczycieli, rodzicow.

Jerzy Piskorski byl ponadto pomystodawca zalozenia fundacji ,,Support”, ktora

Scisle wspolpracuje ze szkota na réoznych plaszczyznach. Petnil funkcje jej prezesa.
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SINE QUA NON

Hanna BusSkiewicz-Piskorska

Trzeba to w koncu jasno powiedzie¢ — bez Jurka nie byloby ani Prywatnego
Liceum Ogolnoksztalcacego nr 32 im. Jeana Monneta, ani Miedzynarodowego Przed-
szkola Misia Paddingtona, ani Prywatnej Szkoly Podstawowej im. Jeana Monneta.

Zdarzyly sie takie sytuacje.

W marcu 1992 r. podpisalam umowe przedwstepna na wynajem od 1 wrzesSnia
dwoch sal lekcyjnych w domu kultury na Ursynowie i zarejestrowatam liceum w Kura-
torium, bo Biura Edukacji jeszcze wtedy nie bylo. Ktoregos wiosennego dnia zadzwonit
telefon. Okazalo sie, ze spoldzielnia zmienila zdanie i nie wynajmie nam lokalu przy
ul. Dereniowej 6. Sztam zaplakana ulica Ciszewskiego do siedziby firmy ,Pomorze” przy
ul. Kolbego, ktorej maz byt dyrektorem i wspotwlascicielem. Jerzy umowil sie z preze-
sem ursynowskiej spoldzielni i wynajem znoéw okazal sie aktualny.

Nadszedl czas pierwszego naboru do liceum. Nie pamietam daty. Wiem, ze w ga-
zetach ukazaly sie nasze ogloszenia. Rozdzwonity telefony z pytaniami o szkole. Egzami-
ny wstepne zorganizowaliSmy na Akademii Medycznej przy ul. Banacha. Tam od wrze-
Snia dwa razy w tygodniu mialy sie¢ odbywac zajecia z przedmiotow przyrodniczych i Sci-
stych, na co — nie bez trudu - uzyskaliSmy zgode rektora uczelni. W proces rekrutacji
zaangazowani byli studenci. Ich szpaler stal od wejScia na Wydzial Farmaceutyczny az
po sale, w ktorej odbywatl sie ustny egzamin wstepny. Stél przykryto zielonym suknem.
Na jego dwoch skrajach postawiono dwie paprocie. Sktad komisji egzaminacyjnej byt
szacowny — sami doktorzy i doktorzy habilitowani. Pelna pompa! Zgtosilo sie... szeScioro
kandydatéw. Po egzaminie ostatniego z nich siedzieliSmy w milczeniu, mocno przygne-
bieni... W sumie bylo nas szesc¢, siedem osob. Wsrod nich Jerzy. Ktos zasugerowal, ze
plan sie nie udal i Zze chyba trzeba zrezygnowac. Wtedy Jurek zareagowal stanowczo.
Powiedzial, ze tak wygladaja poczatki i Ze oczywiscie trzeba ruszy¢ z ta szkola. Wrocita
energia i rados¢ z nowego przedsiewziecia. Nikt juz nie miat watpliwosci, ze liceum po-
wstanie.

Po dwoch latach nie miesciliSmy sie w Domu Kultury Imielin i trzeba byto szukac
wiekszego lokalu. Od pewnego czasu dzialatl zalozony przez meza klub ,Pomerania”.
Przychodzito do niego mnostwo osob, takze prezesi spotdzielni mieszkaniowych, burmi-
strzowie roznych dzielnic Warszawy. Nie pozostalo to bez wplywu na pozyskanie nowej

siedziby przy ul. Gorskiej 7.
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Byt lipiec 1994 r. W lokalu po zlikwidowanym publicznym przedszkolu w bialy

dzien hasaly prusaki. Trzeba bylo zrobi¢ generalny remont, na ktory malenka szkota
nie miata sSrodkow. Maz w calosci sfinansowatl prace adaptacyjne i zapewnit wykonaw-
COW.

Kiedy w 2003 r. otrzymaliSmy certyfikat IBO na Diploma Programme, Organizacja
Matury Miedzynarodowej data nam trzy lata na przeniesienie sie do wiekszej, lepszej
siedziby. Bylo to bardzo trudne, ale zmieSciliSmy sie w wyznaczonym terminie i przenie-
SliSmy liceum do siedziby przy ul. Abramowskiego. Wtedy Jurek zapytal mnie: ,Chcesz
zostawic¢ Gorska?”. Pomyslalam — ,No, nie, chyba nie. Szkoda zostawiac.” ,No to moze —
w lokalu przedszkolnym - zatozymy przedszkole?!” Tak powstal pomyst zalozenia pierw-
szego w Polsce przedszkola z programem IB. Stalo sie to w 2006 r. - z ogromnymi trud-
nosSciami, ktore byly dzielem czlonka wspodlnoty mieszkaniowej Gorska 7, wyjatkowo
zlego czlowieka, ktory postanowil nas zniszczy¢. Zafundowal nam piec lat piekla, ktore-
go nie przezylabym bez wsparcia meza. Jerzy jezdzil ze mna i na policje, i do sadu,

a takze pomagal wyjasnia¢ rozmaitym komisjom i kontrolom, nastanym przez
ysuroczego” sasiada, ze nie jesteSmy przestepcami.

W 2012 r. czesS¢ rodzicow naszych przedszkolakow postulowala stworzenie przez
nas szkoly podstawowej. Nie mieliSmy siedziby, ale postanowiliSmy zainaugurowac
dziatalnos¢ nowej placowki razem z liceum, w budynku przy ul. Abramowskiego. Dali-
Smy sobie rok na znalezienie jakiegos innego lokum. Od 1 wrzesnia 2013 r. wynajeliSmy
dwie sale lekcyjne w publicznym gimnazjum przy ul. Chelmskiej. LiczyliSmy, Ze pobe-
dziemy tam ze trzy lata, zwiekszajac co roku wynajmowana powierzchnie, a w tym cza-
sie poszukamy statej siedziby. Okazalo si¢ jednak, ze dluzsza wspolpraca z dyrektorka
gimnazjum jest niemozliwa. Trzeba bylo ucieka¢ z Chelmskiej po roku. Trafitla sie ka-
mienica przy ul. Stepinskiej. Z bardzo skomplikowang sytuacja prawna. PodjeliSmy to
ryzyko. Bez wiedzy Jerzego na temat prawa budowlanego, bez jego umiejetnosci prowa-
dzenia rozmow z urzednikami ten eksperyment nie mial prawa si¢ powiesc. Tak samo
jak nie udaloby sie zorganizowac warunkow dla uczniow podstawowki ani w budynku
przy Abramowskiego 4, ani w gimnazjum przy Chelmskie;j.

Nie byloby Zzadnej z naszych placowek bez energii, pomystow i woli Jurka.
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Nauczyciele Monneta wspominaja

Pana Jerzego Piskorskiego

»Jurka pamietam usSmiechnietego, cze-
sto z aparatem fotograficznym, ktorym
uwiecznial najwazniejsze wydarzenia z zy-
cia szkoty. Wspominam takze jego troske
o milg atmosfere i dobrq muzyke podczas co-
rocznych spotkan koricoworocznych.”

Katarzyna Biernat

»Jurka poznatam ponad dwieré wieku
temu, gdy podjetam prace w szkole. Choé
nieczesto przebywal na co dzien w szkole —
prowadzil wlasna firme- zawsze uczestni-
czyt w réznych szkolnych uroczystosciach,
studnidwkach, balach maturalnych, Swie-
tach szkoly, wernisazach itp. Dzieki niemu
mamy zatrzymane na fotografiach to co ulot-
ne, emocje, gesty naszych uczniow i nauczy-
cieli. Fotografia byla pasja Jurka od wcze-
snej mtodosci, pamietam nasze rozmowy
o wywotywaniu zdje¢ w ciemni i emocjach
jakie wywolywaly pojawiajqce sie na papie-
rze fotograficznym pierwsze zarysy fotografo-
wanych postaci.

Z biegiem lat i jego rosnqgcym zaanga-
Zowaniem w zycie szkoly nasze kontakty
staly sie codziennosciq. Jakim byt cztowie-
kiem? Na pewno bardzo spokojnym, zréwno-
wazonym, konkretnym i bardzo cierpliwym.
Wszystko, co robil byto metodycznie i konse-
kwentnie doprowadzone do korica. Byt czto-
wiekiem wielu talentéw, poza wspomnianqg
fotografia mozemy podziwiaé jego mebelki
zrobione dla przedszkola, logo —
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Misia Paddingtona, czy rozne w formie rekla-
my szkoly. Jego umiejetnosci inzynierskie
nieocenione byty przy adaptacji lub prze-
ksztatcaniu lokali na siedziby szkoly czy
przedszkola.

Co jeszcze wyrézniato Jurka? Jak po-
wiedziat kiedys moj maz ,nieczesto spotyka
sie tak optymistycznych ludzi”

W moich wspomnieniach bedzie sie
ukazywat, jak usSmiechniety wita nas w
ogrédku na corocznym zakoriczeniu roku dla
pracownikéw, jak pokazuje uratowane krze-
wy bzu, jak przy rozpalaniu ogniska moéwi
o gatunkach drewna i jego wlasciwosciach,
jak cierpliwie czeka do péznych godzin wie-
czornych na zakoriczenie przeciagajacych sie
rozméw, po dniach otwartych, by wreszcie
przypomniec¢ o czekajacej na swoj wieczorny
spacer Lunie, jak z wielkq znajomoSciq te-
matu opowiada o sprzecie fotograficznym,
jak opowiada o niedawno odwiedzanych
miejscach Horyncu, Szklarskiej Porebie,
Kqtach Rybackich, jak spokojnie i cierpliwie
ttumaczy co$ pracownikowi, jak lustruje
okiem inzyniera szkolne korytarze i sale, jak
stoi za kamerq lub z aparatem w reku na 4
pietrze, jak rozpromienia sie na widok wnu-
czat spotkanych na szkolnym korytarzu.

Dobrze, ze sq tacy ludzie
Renata Lukaszewicz



"O Was"

Piekni.

Dostojni.

Zupetnie rézni — a tacy podobni.
Najczesciej razem — a nagle osobno.

Tak blisko siebie, wiec wciqz w tgcznosci.
I nawet $mierdé, co podeszta tuz obok,

nie moze NIC wobec Ich mitoSci.

Agata Szaryriska- Szlaz

», Wierze, ze nic nie dzieje sie w 2zyciu
przez przypadek... moze to przeznaczenie lub
przyciqgamy ludzi podobnych energetycznie.
Tak byto z poznaniem Jerzego i Hanny. Organi-
zowatam wraz z Marcinem festiwal muzyczny
na Roztoczu, gdzie oboje spedzali urlop, nie
wiedzieliSmy o swoim istnieniu. Los i fascyna-
cja muzyka sprawit, ze byli stuchaczami jedne-
go z koncertéow, na ktéorym Spiewatam. Jednak
wtedy nie spotkaliSmy sie, minety dwa lata
i dopiero wtedy Jerzy zainteresowat sie, dlacze-
go juz tych koncertéw nie ma. Przez przypadek
zapytat mojq ciocie, czy wie, co sie dzieje z tq
»dziewczyna®, niewiele sie zastanawiajqc, po-
prosit o numer telefonu i zadzwonil. Spotkali-
Smy sie na kawie, dtugo rozmawiajac i wymie-
niajac poglady, Jerzy zaproponowal wspétpra-
ce ze szkotlq. W kazdej rozmowie czutam wyro-
zumiatosé i petne zaufanie, oczywiscie nie
od razu, kazdy z nas wiedzial o swoich oczeki-
waniach, a ja nie chciatam nikogo zawiesé. Na-
sze spotkania byly raczej przypadkowe, zaw-
sze uSmiechniety, spokojny, gdy tylko styszat
muzyke zaraz sie tam zjawial. Gdy tylko trzeba
bylo jakis sprzet zakupi¢ lub scene doposazyé
stuzyt pomocq i natychmiast dzwonit, co na ten
temat sadzimy. Marcin pamieta ostatniq prze-
jazdzke samochodem po mikser do naglo$nie-
nia, kiedy gtosno w samochodzie gral zespol
Creedance Clearwater Revival. Dostali wtedy
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obaj kalendarze ze sklepu muzycznego Pasja,
u nas wisiat w domu, a Jerzy chyba miat go
w biurze.

Pozostanie w mojej pamieci z aparatem,
krecac filmiki ze szkolnych koncertéw. Bedac
na IV pietrze w sali teatralnej, czuje jego obec-
nosé, zaraz mi sie wydaje, ze przyjdzie i zapy-

ta, co stychaé... Kiedy uslyszalam najgorsza
wiadomos$é, ze odszedt... nie moglam uwie-
rzyé... Jak to? Ten wysportowany mezczyzna,
ktoérego kojarze z jazdy na rowerze, ptywajace-
go na basenie, z zegarkiem mierzqcym parame-
try zyciowe? To niemozliwe... Zakladalam, ze
Zycie przyniesie jeszcze wiele muzycznych spo-
tkan, ze posSpiewamy razem przy ognisku lub
bedziemy mogli wymienié sie muzycznymi no-
wosciami lub zacheci mnie do stuchania jakie-
gos dobrego, starego zespotu.

Najtrudniejsze zadanie czekalo mnie na
pogrzebie, nie lubie takich uroczystosci, nie po-
trafie opanowadé¢ emocji... Jeszcze do tego pros-
ba Hani, ze chcialaby pozegnaé¢ muzykaq Jerze-
go i ja mam zasSpiewaé... Kazda préba wykona-
nia piosenek koriczyla sie ptaczem, Marcin py-
tal, co sie dzieje, ja nie potrafitam wyttuma-
czyé. Proba generalna z muzykami w sali na
Belwederskiej wzbudzila przerazenie, ta sala
kojarzy mi sie wylqcznie z Jerzym, nie wiedzia-
tam, jak zareaguje. Jednak przyszla jakas moc,
energia, ktora mi podpowiedziala... przeciez to
dla Jerzego. Poczutam spokdj, ze wszytko sie
uda i uwierzytlam w to, ze wykonam kazdy
wzruszajqcy utwor.

Takich ludzi jak Jerzy o wielu talentach
t dobrym sercu jest mato, pamieé o Nim zawsze
pozostanie w sercu... Wielki meloman, znakomi-
ty cztowiek z podejsciem do ludzi - niemalze
psycholog relacji miedzyludzkich, ztota raczka,
wspanialy dziadek, wyrozumialy, kochajacy
mqz i tata.”

Magdalena Skawiriska



»Przez wszystkie lata mojej pracy Pan
Jerzy byl zawsze obecny w szkole w cudow-
ny, madry sposob. To byla obecnosé kojqca, to
byta swiadomos$é, ze problemy sie rozwiaza, a
skomplikowane sprawy rozprostujq. Byt obec-
ny w naszym szkolnym zyciu caty czas, poma-
gal, realizowat plany, wspéttworzyt i udosko-
nalat.

Pamietam swoje niezwykte emocje i nie-
dajacq sie opisac radosé, gdy Pani Dyrektor
i Pan Jerzy pokazywali mi miejsce na nasz Te-
atr na Belwederskiej. Pézniej z panem Jerzym
testowalismy nasza nowaq scene, skaczac po
niej, a ja zachwycatam sie mechanizmem kur-
tyny, zapleczem, przejSciami — wszystkim, co
zaprojektowat i zaplanowal. Pamietam czas
przeprowadzki i tworzenia naszej nowej Bi-
blioteki. W polowie rozpakowywania ksiazek
stanetysmy przed problemem — skoniczyly sie
potki! I znowu ratowat nas Pan Jerzy. Gdy sie
pojawial, rozmawiat, planowat - wszystko sta-
walo sie proste. To wielki dar, z ktérego korzy-
stalismy. Takiego mam Go przed oczami - po-
godny, madry, spokojny, z nutq zartobliwosci
w glosie.

Wiadomos$é, najpierw o chorobie, a p6z-
niej o odejsciu Pana Jerzego, przyjetam z naj-
gtebszym smutkiem i zalem. Plakalam, Ze od-
szedt wspanialy Cztowiek.”

Krystyna Szrajber

,Kiedy wspominam pana Jerzego
Piskorskiego, mysle przede wszystkim o jego
ogromnej checi zycia, wewnetrznej sile i nie-
spotykanej energii witalnej. Mysle o nim jako o
czlowieku, ktéremu wspaniale udawalo sie
laczyc rézne sfery zycia: zawodowaq, rodzinnag,
towarzyska z ciagtym rozwijaniem swoich pa-
sji (sportowych, fotograficznych, muzycznych,
ogrodniczych czy podrézniczych), co jest w dzi-
siejszych czasach dos¢ rzadko spotykanag
umiejetnosciq.

Zawsze aktywny -choé nie w biegu,
bardzo uwazny, gleboko zainteresowany spra-
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wami szkoly, dokonujqacy ciagtych ulepszen

i szukajacy najlepszych rozwiqgzan. Myslacy
duzo o przysztosci MIS, nie tylko o tym, co tu

i teraz. Twardo stapajacy po ziemi realista,
konkretny cztowiek, starajqcy sie wprowadzié
w zycie wszystkie wizje ukochanej zony-
idealistki, pani dyrektor Hanny Buskiewicz-
Piskorskiej. Organizujqcy dzieki wsparciu fun-
dacji Support, ktérej prezesowat, kolejne kon-
ferencje edukacyjne firmowane przez MIS. Go-
dzinami projektujacy oprawe graficzna szkol-
nych dokumentéw czy materialéw promocyj-
nych. Towarzyszacy nam podczas wszystkich
szkolnych uroczystosci i wydarzen, tworzqcy
przy okazji niezliczonq liczbe zdje¢ i filmow,
dokumentujacych bogate zycie szkoly. Uczest-
niczacy w niemal wszystkich wyjazdowych
zielonych szkotach, obowigzkowo z rowerem

i w Swietnym humorze. Niezapomniany gospo-
darz corocznych garden party, integrujacych
nauczycieli przy ognisku i muzyce, organizo-
wanych dla kadry po zakoriczeniu roku szkol-
nego.

Na co dzienn zwykle pracowal w swoim
gabinecie. Wszyscy wiedzieliSmy jednak, ze
pan Jerzy jest tuz obok, stuzy rada czy pomo-
cq. Doswiadczony zyciowo, nie obawiat sie
konfrontacji z trudnymi sytuacjami, zawsze
uwazajqc je za przejsciowe. CzuliSmy jego
wspierajgcqg obecno$é i uwazaliSmy za jeden z
najwazniejszych filaréw naszej szkoly. Wsréd
spotecznosci MIS wzbudzal szacunek, bo trak-
towatl z jednakowa otwartoscia i zyczliwoscia
nas wszystkich — ucznidw, rodzicéw, nauczy-
cieli i pozostalych pracownikéw szkoty. Mimo
zapracowania zawsze znalazt czas na krétkq
pogawedke i dobre — lub stanowcze — stowo.

Cho¢ nadal trudno przyjaé¢ do wiadomo-
Sci fakt o jego Smierci, a pusty gabinet robi doj-
mujace wrazenie, wierze, ze pan Jerzy nadal
czuwa nad nami i nad MIS, ktére wspottwo-
rzyl, i ktére bylo dla niego tak waznym miej-
scem.”

Angelika Maj



Kiedy w roku 2016/2017 szukaliSmy nowej siedziby na szkole i weszliSmy po raz

pierwszy do budynku przy ul. Belwederskiej 6a, najwiekszy moj zachwyt wzbudzito
czwarte pietro. Zobaczytam od razu teatr, pracownie Visual Arts, silownie, biblioteke...
Wiedzialam, zZe ... ,to tu”. Wzruszylam sie z radosci.

Wiosna 2018 r. przeprowadziliSmy sie do nowej siedziby. UrzadziliSmy ja. Potem
stopniowo urzadzaliSmy przestrzen wspolna na czwartym pietrze. Na poczatku — scene.
Kiedy tylko pojawialy sie srodki finansowe, Jurek szukal najlepszego sprzetu. Wybieratl
podesty sceniczne, kotary, wymyslit komunikacje na scenie i jej potaczenie z kulisami.
Razem z muzykami — Madzia i Marcinem — wybieral sprzet nagtasniajacy. Konsultowat z
fachowcami rodzaj oswietlenia. Strzalem w dziesiatke byt wybrany przez Jerzego ekran
z projektorem tylnym, ktory umozliwia tworzenie - dzieki rzutnikowi - nowoczesnej sce-
nografii bez efektu ,rzucania cienia” przez aktoréw, wystepujacych na scenie. Zakupit
na widownie¢ najlepszy oczyszczacz powietrza do duzych powierzchni, choc jeszcze nie
bylo pandemii. W koncu przyszta kolej na zakup instrumentow. Razem z Magda i Mar-
cinem wybrat perkusje i pianino.

Kiedy przywieziono ten pierwszy instrument, uczestniczyt w jego rozpakowywaniu
i pierwszej probie. Perkusista Marcin gral. Magda krzatala sie po pietrze, a Jurek stu-
chat. Byl tam wtedy rowniez Pawel, ktory nakrecil telefonem krociutki filmik. Dzieki te-
mu mamy zdjecie Jurka na czwartym pietrze.

Kibicowal szkolnemu teatrowi i kapelom rockowym. Dokumentowal wszystkie
przedstawienia i koncerty, inauguracje i zakonczenia roku szkolnego, kiermasze swia-
teczne, a takze studniowki i wystawy Visual Arts, ktore rowniez odbywaly sie na czwar-
tym pietrze. Filmowal. Zrobit setki fotografii.

Czas przeszty dokonany, jak wyrok, boli najbardzie;j...
Hanna Buskiewicz- Piskorska
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Freestyle snowboarding I You still ain’t
doing it?

Bruno Bugla

In this article, I’d like to tackle an unusual
and probably unknown to many of you top-
ic. When most people think about skiing or
snowboarding, they see a top-notch freshly
groomed beautiful white piste. However,
what I see is, well, a snowpark with rails
and giant kickers. In this text, I'd like to
share and maybe pass on my passion for...
freestyle snowboarding!

Since at the time that I am writing this,
most pistes are closed and unavailable to
amateur athletes, there is no better time to
plan your next winter break or a trip to the
mountains than right now. [ can guarantee
you that after reading this article you’ll
broaden your horizons at least a bit and
perhaps discover your future hobby.

First of all, performing any trick on a snow-
board is considered freestyle snowboarding.
Four general styles/categories are common-
ly counted among freestyle: Big-air, Slope-
style, Half-pipe and Freeride.

Big-air

Big-air is a freestyle competition in
which snowboarders perform a trick in the
air after popping (jumping) of a single kicker
(jump). There are different ways of judging
big-air competitions. The most common one
is a 2-grade system where a snowboarder
performs three jumps. Two of his best
jumps’ scores are added up to create his
final score. Usually, 4 factors affect each
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jump’s score: difficulty, execution, ampli-
tude and landing. Big-air on a professional
level looks simply amazing! 80 feet jumps
are really impressive. Athletes that partici-
pate in this competition really have no
brake pedals! I haven’t yet reached a level
where I can jump such huge obstacles
(obviously just a matter of time:)), but the
feeling of being airborne is something I can
definitely relate to and I have to say it is
GREAT.

h‘;‘r‘%\“.‘ < __‘“‘&: e e e
Slopestyle
Slopestyle is a freestyle competition in

which the athletes perform tricks on a dedi-
cated course. The course is usually a mix of
jibs, transitions and kickers (jumps). Jibs
are mostly metal rails. They look similar to
handrails that you can find next to staircas-
es. Depending on the snowpark you can
pick from beginner, mid and advanced ob-
stacles. Most snowparks in Europe offer
something for everyone so all snowboarders
can practice. However, the jibs at events like
the X Games are nothing like obstacles in
the park. They are simply enormous, usual-
ly put tightly in a relatively small area with
a big gap from the ground, taking these ob-
stacles to the next level. The course requires
the snowboarders to be extremely concen-
trated and 100% committed.



Transitions are large masses of snow
shaped into obstacles from which the com-
petitors jump off while performing a trick in
the air. The most common transition is a
“shark fin”. It is a carved wall parallel to
the direction of the course. Kickers are the
same obstacles that appear in big-air.
They’re usually just a bit smaller and there
are 2-3 of them in the course. The course
always offers a choice of different obstacles
to ride on. In slopestyle there are many
more factors that affect the overall score.
One of them is the “overall impression”,
meaning how well the snowboarder per-
forms. Was his riding confident, was it styl-
ish and so on... Usually each rider has
three runs. Best one counts.

What I personally admire the riders in this
competition for is their strength and con-
centration throughout an 8 hit course! This
discipline is my favourite. You can never
possibly get bored in a diverse snowpark.
Depending on the mood I'm in I can chal-
lenge myself to shred the longest rail in the
whole park, or try to jump an obstacle from
the side, contrary to its original purpose,
try to ride an entire carved rail or simply
mess around on the easiest obstacles on
the course. When it comes to taking part in
competitions, I still have a lot of freedom in
riding the park. The judges also value crea-
the
box, which makes the competition way

tivity and thinking outside

more fun and
exciting!
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Half-pipe
Half-pipe is a freestyle competition and, at
the same time, the name of the obstacle on
which it takes place. A half-pipe is a long
tunnel carved into the snow. It has two
huge walls (22 feet!) from which athletes
jump off and land back in the pipe. Then
they carve to the opposite wall and jump of
it again. They carry on until they reach the
bottom of the halfpipe. Usually, a competi-
tor takes around S5 hits (jumps) during one
run. Similar factors to the big-air event af-
fect the overall score in a pipe - best run
wins.

These three competitions make up the
“park” events. All of them are actually offi-
cial winter Olympic disciples! Half-pipe was
first introduced to the great event in Naga-
no in the year 1998. In 2014 Slopestyle al-
so made its first appearance and finally, in
2018 big-air joined the club. However,
there is a whole other area of freestyle
snowboarding called freeride that is not an
Olympic discipline, at least not yet. All
snowboarding that takes place off the
mountain pistes and marked routes is
freeride snow- [BE FRRERE S AT YR
boarding. |
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These three competitions make up the

“park” events. All of them are actually offi-
cial winter Olympic disciples! Half-pipe was
first introduced to the great event in Nagano
in the year 1998. In 2014 Slopestyle also
made its first appearance and finally, in
2018 big-air joined the club. However, there
is a whole other area of freestyle snow-
boarding called freeride that is not an
Olympic discipline, at least not yet. All
snowboarding that takes place off the
mountain pistes and marked routes is
freeride snowboarding.

Freeride

Freeride snowboarding is more of a recrea-
tional type of sport, although there are a
few freeride competitions like the Natural
Selection. Freeride snowboarding usually
relies on descending a natural unprepared
terrain and performing tricks while being at
it. An “under-style” of freeride snowboard-
ing derives from this discipline; it is called
backcountry riding. Backcountry riding is
mostly about building your own jumps on a
wild natural terrain. A snowboarder’s per-
formance in the backcountry is also very
much affected by their experience. They
have to be able to pick the right place to
build the jump as well as correctly build the
jump itself. It takes a lot of patience and
work to do backcountry, some jump builds
take up to 1 week. Even when it is done the
weather conditions might be too difficult to
jump it and the rider has to wait for a
“weather window”. It’s all really about living
in peace with nature. These days, to ride
backcountry on a professional level you
have to first grow a big bag of tricks in the
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park. Secondly, you definitely need a
“mentor” who will show you around the
mountain, teach you how to drive your sled
and pick the right spots. With a cool group
of friends and the right attitude, it becomes
a pure pleasure rather than another
“theoretical lesson”.

All of these styles are really cool. Most
snowboarders find freeriding very enjoyable.
The experience of riding fresh powder
(snow) is very similar to riding a perfect az-
ure blue wave. It’s pure pleasure. Street rid-
ing on the other hand isn’t just a piece of
cake. Streets are hard and unforgiving. You
always have to build your spot well and as-
sess your skills wisely. However, in the end,
getting a trick on the street is also very re-
warding and when filmed well, extremely
satisfying. Slopestyle also gives the rider
lots of freedom among the park disciplines.
There are so many different approaches to
take on a slopestyle course. Big-air is also
really great. Mid-air you almost feel like a
flying bird. Last and final, the half-pipe
looks very professional and feels great to
ride.

I hoped you liked my article and maybe
even felt a bit of an adrenaline rush. Let me
know if my article inspired you to try free-
style snowboarding. Until next time, peace
out!




Urban Riding
There is one more type of freestyle snow-

boarding that I would like to single out, ur-
ban riding. As the name hints it is snow-
boarding outside the resort in the urban ar-
ea. Snowboarders find obstacles like hand-
rails, roofs, drops, tunnels, or even
trashcans, anything that can be shredded
(ridden). Urban riding holds a special place
in my heart, because it is more of a cultural
and artistic area. In the streets what mat-
ters most is your style and creativity, cer-
tainly not the biggest trick. Filming also
plays a big role in urban snowboarding. Tal-
ented snowboarders team up with great cin-
ematographers to create projects, video
parts or short videos that inspire others
amongst our community. I personally con-
sider creating video parts an art. Combining
great tricks in original, stunning angles,
crazy locations and mind-blowing spots
with great music is most definitely a way of
expression to me. In 2016 a competition for
urban or street (as street riding, as a term
has become more popular) riders has been
hosted. It is called X Games Real Snow. In-
vited, selected competitors spend a season
collecting clips together with one main film
maker. They create a 1-minute video part
that is judged by a team of retired pro
snowboarders. A fan favourite is also cho-
sen among the riders by the snowboard
community through online voting. It is cru-
cial that the rider and the film maker un-
derstand each other very well and can com-
municate with each other. In the end, it is a
team effort and the riders' perspectives and
ideas can sometimes help the film maker in

the brainstorming process. Someday, I wish
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to take part in this crazy competition. I'd
like to go on a trip of a lifetime, travel to
Norway or the US, have the best time possi-
ble with a great crew, film great clips and
finish with a video part that I'll be proud of

for the rest of my life.

Most
snowboarders find freeriding very enjoyable.

All of these styles are really cool.

The experience of riding fresh powder
(snow) is very similar to riding a perfect az-
ure blue wave. It’s pure pleasure. Street rid-
ing on the other hand isn’t just a piece of
cake. Streets are hard and unforgiving. You
always have to build your spot well and as-
sess your skills wisely. However, in the end,
getting a trick on the street is also very re-
warding and when filmed well, extremely
satisfying. Slopestyle also gives the rider
lots of freedom among the park disciplines.
There are so many different approaches to
take on a slopestyle course. Big-air is also
really great. Mid-air you almost feel like a
flying bird. Last and final, the half-pipe
looks very professional and feels great to
ride.

I hoped you liked my article and maybe
even felt a bit of an adrenaline rush. Let me
know if my article inspired you to try free-
style snowboarding. Until next time, peace
out!



Skiing
Michat Mazurek

As we all know, winter is here. That’s why
this article will be about my favourite and
the most popular winter sport; skiing.
There are more than 14 million active ski-
ers in the US while only 7 million snow-
boarders. It’s fair to conclude that a per-
son is more likely to ski than snowboard.
You are probably asking yourself “why is
that”? Well, skiing is considered easier
and many people picture snowboarding as
being more dangerous than skiing. Skiing
is of course a lot of fun but various re-
quirements have to be met for you to have
a good skiing experience. In many coun-
tries skiing is practically impossible simp-
ly because of the lack of mountains and
cold enough weather. That’s why coun-
tries like Lithuania or Albania have no
vivid ski interest.

That brings me to another restriction: the
cost. While skiing might seem cheap, it is
quite the opposite. Renting the necessary
equipment such as ski boots, skis and
helmets can cost quite a lot. Accommoda-
tion is also needed and can be very expen-
sive near popular tourist destinations.
Poles are quite keen on skiing and Poland

is also where I first skied. In the chart of
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skiers in Europe we are in the top 15 for
2018 (I have chosen older data to avoid
weird alterations caused by COVID-19).

Skiing is enjoyed the most in the Alps by

the French, Swiss and Austrian men and
women. The most popular and beautiful
places are located in Switzerland. Switzer-
land is surrounded by mountains, having
the Alps by the French and Italian border.
On the west plateau we can find the Jura
mountains which are smaller and rockier
than the Alps. Switzerland is commonly
agreed on being skier’s paradise.

Now I would like to talk about the differ-
ent types of skiing. Many people think
skiing is just going down a mountain
(alpine skiing), but it can vary. Some of
the most popular types of skiing are ski
jumping and cross country. Firstly, let’s

look at ski jumping.



It is a winter sport in which competitors
aim to achieve the longest jump after de-
scending from a specially designed ramp
on their skis.

This sport is probably the most fascinat-
ing of all winter sports. [ always wonder
how the competitors don’t break their
legs. Poland is an active competitor in this
sport and has one of the most respected
teams. Our best known competitors are

Kamil Stoch (still active) with 47 wins in

major tournaments and 39 World Cup

wins, Adam Malysz (retired) 51 major
tournament wins with 39 World Cup wins
other notable competitors include Piotr
Zyta and Dawid Kubacki.

Furthermore, I would like to touch on
cross country, otherwise referred to as ski
walking/running. This sport is a part of
the 3 classic Nordic sports which include

the other sports mentioned before. It is

just like Nordic walking but practiced on
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snow and with the use of special skis to
help people move around. Often paired
with the skies are ski sticks which can
help balance, steer or stay in place. This
sport is not very popular in Poland but

when I tried it, I really enjoyed it.

To sum up, there are many variations of
skiing and it can be enjoyed by everyone.
Unfortunately, ski slopes are closed right
now but I recommend that everyone gives
it a shot when they can. Of course, maybe
not the ski jumping, it is a tad extreme.
What do you think of skiing and did I en-
courage you to try it? I hope you learned
something, also thanks for reading. See

you next time.
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How do I make my diet healthier?
Juliusz Gtodek

We hear about the importance of having a
healthy diet all the time. Better sleep, phys-
ical and mental health, improved memory,
more energy - we are all aware of these and
of the many other benefits of having a
healthy diet. Learning about this was most
likely required of you already in primary
school. Despite this, we are evidently not
that healthy. Currently more than 60% of
the Polish population is obese, but there is
some good news - around 25% of Poles re-
port to be on a diet... oh, never mind, as it
turns out, only around 2/3 of them actually
stick to it. Since we all have a problem,
how do we deal with it?

1. Drink more water
Drinking water has surprisingly many
health benefits. First of all, it keeps your
body fluid balance in
check. Water

up around 60% of your

makes

body and is an integral

part of most of the pro-
cesses taking place in
it. Water also helps hydrate your skin and
since it has O calories, replacing other
drinks with water will help you slim down.
Additionally, if you drink a glass of water
before a meal it will help you reduce appe-
tite and therefore lose weight.

2. Try to limit your sugar intake

Despite popular belief, sugar is in fact
much more detrimental to your health than
fat. Firstly, fats are the most calorie dense
macronutrient. While this doesn’t sound

good, it means that your body burns fat be-
fore sugar. Secondly, fats are not only an
energy source, but also have other im-
portant roles in your body, from being used
in building cells to creating DNA chains.
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Sugar is
dangerous, as it

| is highly addictive

and is located in
4 pretty much every
food we eat nowa-
days. From bread
to cheese, from yoghurt to orange juice.
However, eating more fatty foods will help
us limit the sugar intake. Try to avoid fat
free products, as they contain extra sugar.

3. Supplement your diet with vitamins

Our fast and stressful lives make it difficult
to consume all the necessary vitamins and
minerals. Supplements are an easy way to
fix that. Vitamin D is the most important
one, as the lack of sun, especially during
winter, makes it impossible for our bodies
to make it. Omega 3 acids are often lacking
from our diet. They are necessary to con-
serve our joints and are found mainly in
fish, which are hard to come by in Poland.
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4. Final tip: Don’t focus on what to elimi-
nate from your diet, but rather what to
add to it.

We all have a limit of food we can eat in a
day. By focusing on what you need to eat,
you will automatically cut down on what
you shouldn’t be eating.

Dieting isn’t as complicated as they make it
out to be. Eating healthy isn’t about cutting
out food, but about adding necessary nutri-
ents to your diet. Follow these tips to easily
improve your diet
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The smell of fresh air
Oliver Wojtan

In our homes and outdoors, no matter
where we go, the quality of air we breathe in
is more and more questionable. With the
pandemic, have to realise

we come

that being outside has massive benefits to
our health and can greatly improve our day-
to-day experiences. But we cannot spend
our entire days outdoors, especially with the
cold winter we have had in recent months.
Air quality in your living space has become
ever so important now, due to it having a
large impact on one’s health and wellbeing
when sitting at home for most of the day.
This will be a basic guide to getting you
started on making the air you breathe in-
doors cleaner.

Air purifiers

Air purifiers, devices literally used for mak-
ing the air cleaner, are machines that
are 0.5m wide boxes that are placed in the
house. How they work is that they suck in
pollutants like dust or pollen, which then go
the filter
are pushed back out as clean air.

through and in exchange
Air purifiers come with filters which differ
from model to model. These filters need to
be frequently exchanged in order for the air
purifier to work efficiently and capture pol-
lutants in your home. As for the filters
themselves, they can be reusable (but reus-
able filters need to be exchanged very often
and with a lot of precision) and UV filters
which can remove exceedingly small parti-
cles like moisture or bacteria. Lastly, there
are also ionizers that are good at settling out
the particles from the air and attracting
them to the filters.
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It is worth keeping in mind that when buying
an ionizer, it should not produce ozone be-
cause it can be damaging to your health.
Things to consider

So, air purifiers seem like a good option to
have clean air in your house, right? Well,
there are two things to consider when getting
one. The cost of maintenance and cost of
buying one will differ based on the quality
and type you buy. Secondly, air purifiers
need to be strategically positioned in the liv-
ing space so that their effectiveness can be
maximized, and this might be a problem in
bigger households with many rooms or not
much open space. Nevertheless, air purifiers
do the job they are set out to do which
is helping to clean the air from outside that
could be harmful to you. With COVID-19 be-
ing able to stay present in the air for long pe-
riods of time, it is a good idea for it to be fil-
tered out of your home environment.

But what if you do not want or need an air
purifier to keep the air clean in your house?

Other methods you can use to clean
your air:

Open you window: Opening windows is one
of the most sure-fire ways of letting fresh air
into your house. However, this depends on
the weather and the quality of air outside
which could be harmful, at least if you open
the windows for long periods of time (more
than 1-2 hours). Do not freeze yourself to
death just because you want fresh air in your
house, that just does not make sense. Inste-
ad look to occasionally open a window in one
room when you have stopped using it and al-
so turn off your heating so that there is no
energy that goes to waste. Another tip I can
give is to open windows as far from each
other as possible in a room to get a cross-
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draft and have a lot of air circulation in your
entire home.

Use other equipment like fans or even a
vacuum cleaner to blow away or suck up the
unwanted particles that contaminate the air
inside your home. Of course, use things like
a fan in a specific season when it’s
hot because blowing cold air onto yourself
might not be desirable in the winter when it’s
already cold.

Just go outside! Ok, this might seem obvi-
ous, however, it just might be a good idea to
be aware that there are still disadvantages
that come with going outside. Remember
there is still a pandemic out there, and with
the introduction of masks, many people have
become complacent with their social distanc-
ing or the way they wear their masks (like
just covering up their mouth and not their
smog is
present problem and I advise you to be aware

nose). Besides, an ever-
of the smog levels in your area by using the
website: https://aqicn.org/map/
warsaw/ which tells you the air quality in
particular places
things in mind when going outside and you
should be good to go!

The air we breathe is really vital to our every-

in Warsaw. Bear these

day health and wellbeing and it is important
to raise awareness that such a threat to your
health actually exists. Of course, this might
not be the biggest problem on your mind
when it comes to health, however, it
is crucial when considering the fact that on
average we take 20,000 breaths per day.

“A breath of fresh air is a great thing to take

and an even better thing to be”.
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Why you should adopt a mutt over a pure-
bred dog.
Sophie Pilgrim

There are many differences between pure-
bred dogs and mutts, they may not be visible
at first glance but as time goes by, they will
become more and more prominent in your
pet. People no longer use dogs for work like
hunting or herding sheep, at least not in
most cases. Nowadays people mostly buy
purebred dogs only for their looks. A choice
of dog based purely on how pretty they are,
however, can have many downsides.
Purebred dogs have very specific character
traits, they have been bred and trained for
tasks, and dogs that have been raised to
hunt, herd, etc. will often have lots of energy
and will need to find some outlet to use it. If
a dog like this is kept in an apartment this
energy may be directed to aggressive or de-
structive behaviour. Purebred dogs are built
to do work while a mutt can easily adjust to
any habitat they are put in, as well as their
owner’s everyday routine.

Purebred dogs often come from puppy mills
or other unethical breeding places. These
practices, aside from being extremely immor-
al, also often mean that puppies are kept se-
cluded from each other and the outside
world. This does not let the dogs build their
immune systems and they may be more
prone to infectious diseases as opposed to
dogs from places like shelters where they are
exposed to more illnesses and germs.

Mutts also have a more diverse genetic
makeup as they come from mixed breeds.
This makes them have stronger immune sys-
tems and they have more of a chance of
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overcoming illnesses, health conditions, or
diseases than purebred dogs who may suffer
worse fates. Such health conditions can in-
clude hip dysplasia, spinal diseases, knee
problems, certain cancers, heart disease,
and more.

A plethora of other reasons also show why it
is better to adopt a mutt over a purebred dog
but the biggest thing that you should take
into consideration is that when you adopt
from a shelter, you save a life. You save the
life of a dog that needs a home. You free
space in the shelter for another dog to have
a place to sleep. Shelters are full of dogs and
by adopting a dog from there you make a
small difference in the world; you make it a
better place.

More information can be found through the
second and third link:

https:/ /www.ovrs.com/blog/mutts-vs-
purebreds/

https:/ /www.facebook.com /Fundacja-dla-
Szczeni%C4%85t-Judyta-
304551119750449/

https:/ /fundacjajudyta.com/

Some dogs waiting for adoption:
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Kanada pachnaca zywica *
Maksymilian Remiszewski

Pewnego dnia, prawie dwa lata temu,
moja mama rozpoczela planowanie naszej
letniej rodzinnej podrozy. Celem byla Kana-
da. Podszedlem do mapy sSwiata, ktora wisi
w moim pokoju i wtedy pomyslalem, ze to
chyba najwiekszy kraj, ktory w zyciu zoba-
cze. Dzisiaj wiem, ze Kanada to ogromny
i pusty kraj. Na obszarze prawie 10 milio-
now kilometrow kwadratowych mieszka
mniej ludzi, niz w Polsce. Srednia gestos¢
zaludnienia to 3,7 osoby na kilometr kwa-
dratowy. To tak, jakby na miedzy Belweder-
ska a Stepinska i Gagarina mieszkaly cztery
osoby.

Nasza podroz rozpoczeliSmy od wschodniego
wybrzeza Kanady.

Jest bardzo cieplo i wilgotno. Zaczyna-
my od pieknego i ogromnego Toronto. Jest
jak kazde wielkie miasto, tylko jakby spokoj-
niejsze. Zanim ruszymy na wschod, najpierw
odwiedzamy Niagare. Na malym stateczku,
w czerwonych plastikowych ptaszczach, ply-
niemy prosto pod potezny wodospad. Wszy-
scy szaleja z radosci. Woda jest wszedzie
i im jest jej wiecej tym bardziej sie wszyscy
ciesza. Jest przygoda.

Potem odwiedzamy Montreal, miasto
sztuki, galerii i muzeéw. Quebec, miasto,
jak z ksiazek historii, z budowlami jak z baj-
ki. Ludzie mowia tu po francusku, angielski
jest jezykiem obcym. Im bardziej jedziemy
na wschod, tym mniej jesteSmy sie w stanie
porozumie¢ po angielsku. Podrozujemy dalej
w kierunku Tadoussac. Tam czekam na
prawdziwa przygode, czyli spotkanie z wielo-
rybami. Juz nie jest goraco — musimy zalo-

na¢ lodzia na rzeke Sw. Wawrzynca, w po-
szukiwaniu wielkich ssakow.

Niesamowite wrazenie robiag na mnie ogony
matki i jej wielorybich dzieci rozbijajace wo-
de wokotl nas.

Wieloryby
na Rzece Sw.

Wawrzyrica

Z Quebec nasza podroz prowadzi na
zachod Kanady, do Calgary. Na poczatku
plan byt taki, zeby pojecha¢ z Quebec do
Calgary samochodem. Google Maps pokazat
jednak 1 dzien i 16 godzin jazdy, czyli 40 go-
dzin. A wiec prawie tydzien podrézy. Lecimy
wiec samolotem.

Docieramy do Calgary, gdzie w 1988
roku odbywaly sie Igrzyska Olimpijskie. Dla
odmiany na zachodnim wybrzezu wszyscy
mowig po angielsku. Ruszamy dalej — auto-
stradg lodowcowa, w kierunku parkéw naro-
dowych Banff i Jasper. I musze przyznac, ze
od tego momentu Kanada naprawde mi sie
podoba. Na kazdym kroku obserwujemy dzi-
kie zwierzeta. Najpierw w zachwycie zatrzy-
mujemy sie na widok karibu, ktore pasa sie
przy drodze. Potem obserwujemy lisy, sarny,
kozice na skatach, niedzwiedzie, ktore po-
stanawiaja sie prze-§ "ok
miesciC przez auto-|
strade, zeby posku-§§
ba¢ jagéod z dorod-
niejszego krzaka p
drugiej stronie drogi

zy¢ puchowe kurtki i spodnie, zeby wyply- 20
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Przecieramy oczy ze zdumienia, przekrzyku-
jemy sie w samochodzie, nie zdazamy z wy-
ciagnieciem aparatéw. A jednak po tygodniu
podrozy karibu nie robig na nas wrazenia, a
male niedzwiadki bawigce sie nad strumie-
niem mozna wypatrze¢ wlasciwie wszedzie.
Przywykamy szybko do tego, co piekne i dzi-
kie.

Parki narodowe Kanady to nie tylko
zwierzeta. To takze piekne turkusowe jezio-
ra, wodospady, wawozy, lodowce.

Lake Louis, Banff National Park

W jednym z jezior w Jasper Park (Edith La-
ke) decyduje sie na kapiel. Woda jest na-
prawde zimna. Igietki przeszywaja mnie do
kosci po pierwszym skoku. Ale skacze kilka
razy. To niesamowite przezycie. Ptywamy tez
po jeziorach tradycyjnym canoe z jednym
wiostem.

W Jasper Park jest tez naturalne planeta-
rium — miasto Jasper utworzylo tam rezer-
wat ciemnego nieba, zeby umozliwi¢ obser-
wacje gwiazd. Widzimy lecaca nad nami
miedzynarodowa stacje kosmiczna. Wydaje
sie na wyciagniecie reki, choc¢ jest oddalona
od nas o okoto 400 km.

Z Jasper Park jedziemy jeszcze dalej na za-
chod do Whistler — pieknego osrodka gor-
skiego. Jest tam najdluzsza na Swiecie gon-
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dola Peak2Peak, laczaca dwa szczyty odlegte
od siebie o ponad 3 kilometry. Znowu jeste-

ne swistaki.

Peak2Peak Gondola, Whistler, British Columbia

Na koniec naszej podrozy jestesmy kil-
ka dni w Vancouver. Odwiedzamy wawoz z
wiszacym mostem, Capilano Suspension
Bridge. Idziemy na musical pod golym nie-
bem, jezdzimy po mieScie rowerami, odwie-
dzamy oceanarium. Przez kilka dni wydaje
nam sie, ze znowu jesteSmy w innym, tym
razem tak bardzo cywilizowanym, Swiecie.

Co zapamietatem z Kanady? Wolnos¢
i bliskos¢ dzikich zwierzat, czyste powietrze,
ogromna roznorodnos¢ doswiadczen. Upat
zimno.

i lipcowe

Lodowce i plaze.
Skaliste gory

i oceany. I wielkie
miasta, w ktorych
czy na zachodzie,
czy na wschodzie,

dobrze byloby po-

mieszkad.

Wodospad Niagara

*Tytut mojego artykutu zaczerpnatem z ksigzki
Arkadego Fiedlera ,Kanada pachnqca zywica”,
ktorq serdecznie polecam.



WILL THE FIGHT AND STRUGGLE EVER
STOP?

Katarzyna Rudowska, Kinga Grzebieluch,
Julia Parys and Pola CieSlukowska.
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Women have been fighting for their rights
and equal opportunities since the 18t cen-
tury. Their silence and serfdom to men had
been diminished as more brave women ex-
pressed their anger and wrath. Let’s imagine
the struggle of not being able to decide for
yourself, being completely dependent on
men in society. The role and purpose of
women was strictly constrained by their
family or husband. The treatment of a real
human being as a possession was nothing
unfamiliar or controversial. In fact, it was a
long-term, every day agenda. The worst part
of it all was that after centuries these ap-
proaches have become a part of society’s
tradition. Its influence can be spotted even
in modern times, as women still have to
fight for their rights.

A period in history, which greatly contribut-
ed to the development of feminism and
equality between both genders, was the

French Revolution. Women quickly
acknowledge the chance to introduce equal
rights during those turbulent times. Philoso-

pher Nicolas de Condorcet is considered to
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be the first to have introduced the concept
of feminism in his work from 1789. Mary
Wollstonecraft published “Fight for women’s
rights” and a year later Olympia de Gouges
released “Declaration of women'’s rights” for
which she was sentenced to death. Industri-
al revolution was the second main milestone
on the path to equality. As more factories
began to open, family situation, routine and
relationship between men and women grad-
ually changed. The taste of independence
and freedom made more women jealous and
motivated to take further action. In 1857 the
Church of England allowed for divorce in
some particular cases.

The famous Women’s Suffrage Movement
started in Great Britain at the end of the
19th century, its aim was to fight for wom-
en’s right to vote. The statements proposed
by the Movement were considered as contro-
versial and initially did not have many sup-
porters. It was commonly argued that “a
man is the head” of the family and he is the
one to decide about his children. Women
were basically not an active part of society.
For many the demands of the Women’s Suf-
frage Movement were taken as an attack on

traditional family values.
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The Women’s Suffrage Movement spread all

over the world. In 1917 an immense parade
took place. More than a million women, car-
rying placards with signatures and posters
walked the streets of New York. Three years
later, after many years of fighting to be
heard, the Nineteenth Amendment (which
stated that citizens of both sexes can vote)
was introduced as part of the Constitution of
the United States.

1893 — New Zealand

1902 - Australia

1906 - Finland

1908 - Denmark

1913 — Norway

1915 - Island

1917 Netherlands,
Ukraine, Belarus, Latvia, Estonia, Uruguay

Canada, Russia,
1918 - Poland, Lithuania, Germany, Austria,
Great Britain, Moldavia, Azerbaijan, Armenia
1919 - Belgium, Luxemburg, Hungary, Geor-
gia

1920 - U.S., Albania, Czechoslovakia

1921 - Switzerland

1922 - Ireland

1924 — Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan
1927 — Turkmenistan

1930 — Turkey, South Africa

1931 - Portugal, Spain

1932 - Brasilia, Maldives, Taj land

1934 — Cuba

1937 - Filipins

1939 - Salvador

1944 - France, Bulgaria, Jamaica, Bermudez
1945 - Senegal, Togo, Italy, Yugoslavia

1946 - Djibouti, Guatemala, Romania,
Japan, North Korea, Liberia, Vietnam,
Venezuela

1947 - India, Pakistan, China, Taiwan, Sin-
gapore, Malta, Mexico, Argentina

1948 — Israel, South Korea, Niger, Sessile
1949 - Syria, Costa Rica

1950 — Barbados, Haiti

1951 — Nepal

1952 - Bolivia

1954 — Columbia

1955 - Peru, Nicaragua, Cambodia, Ethiopia
1956 - Egypt, Gabon

1956 — Malesia

1958 — Chad, Nigeria

1959 — Samoa, Tanzania, Tunisia, Madagas-
car, San Marino, Brunei

1960 - Cyprus, Gambia

1961 - Paraguay, Rvanda, Burundi, Sierra
Leone

1962 — Monaco, Algeria, Uganda, Zambia
1963 - Morocco, Iran, Afghanistan, Kongo,
Kenia, Fiji

1964 — Sudan

1965 - Botsvlana

1970 — Andorra

1971 -Bangladesh

1974 — Jordania

1979 - Palau

1984 - Liechtenstein

1985 - Kuwait

1989 — Namibia

1997 — Quatar

2002 — Bahrain

2003 — Oman

2006 — Saudi Arabia (partially)

2015 - Saudi Arabia

(Table presenting chronological order of

granting women’s rights.)
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What happened in Poland?

On 22nd QOctober 2020 the Constitutional
Court adjudicated abortion in case of fetal
abnormalities against Polish Constitution
document. This judgment-imposed a near-
total ban of safe terminations of pregnancy.
However, it was not officially published in
the Journal of Laws, therefore not being le-
gally binding for next two months. Why was
that? Thousands of Poles marched on the
streets, including us - the authors, to show
their dissatisfaction and lack of agreement
for these actions manipulated by the current
ruling party - Law and Justice. The protests
took various forms; beginning with simply
walking through major cities across the
whole country and ending with spamming
politicians’ mailboxes. We all shared the
same goal - to defend our basic human
rights. Women were not alone, husbands,
seniors, medics and many other groups dis-
played their support for the Women’s Strike.
Sometimes by a material help, sometimes by
setting an overlay or a frame on the Face-
book profile picture, and sometimes by just
usual words of encouragement. The protests
showed how enormously united we are,
which gave us hope for a better future. With
each gathering that took place, the police
was becoming more aggressive, physically
hurting the participants. Additionally, an-
other threat that the protestors had to face
were contentious men supporting the prolife
movement. They were called by the vice-
Prime Minister Jarostaw Kaczynski to pro-
tect Catholic churches from being destroyed
by prochoicers. Also, the situation was unfa-
vourable due to the COVID-19 pandemic
and restrictions that allowed meetings of up
to 5 people to take place, yet you could
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seen around 100 000 times more partakers.
Elders, more exposed on the consequences
of the coronavirus, stayed at home, but
when the march crossed their living place,
they came out to the balcony and waved. I
heard a lot of versions about what happens
during the strikes, while the truth I know
from my own experience is that the general
idea was not to lose inalienable freedom.
Everyone has a different strategy of how to
manifest one’s rights, and as long as it is
not hurting others, why would anybody
want to decide about someone else’s body?

There are two sides to every story

We already heard about the protests in Po-
land and fights for women’s rights, however,
the protests began because there are people
that don’t agree with abortion, especially
connected to disabled children, and also
have something to say in that case.

First, I wanted to discuss the things, that
pro-abortion supporters have to say. First of
all, women have a moral right to decide
what to do with their bodies. Women that
want an abortion will probably get it, alt-
hough when it’s banned they will get it from
illegal sources and put their health at risk.
The situation in Poland focuses on the fu-
ture disabled new-borns. . Women here fight
for that right mostly because if a future
mother, early in the pregnancy finds out
that her baby will be born with a very seri-
ous dysfunction, that could lead to death
upon being born, they want to be able to de-
cide if they want to give birth or not. A very
strong argument from this side is also that
our country is not able to give the amount of
money



the mother needs for a disabled child to
have a healthy life.

Now, focusing on the other side, the side of
the prolife supporters. The main argument
we hear in being pro-life, is that that abor-
tion takes away a chance for someone to
live. A lot of people who are against abortion
say that abortion leads to depression and
even suicide because a women is not capa-
ble of living after removing a foetus, which
could potentially have a life in the future.
Another argument is that the foetus feels
pain during abortion. It is also argued that
abortion somehow reduces fertility. A very
strong argument is that even a disabled
child should have the right to live.

Anti-abortion posters

Recently, a wave of anti-abortion posters
has flooded the largest cities in Poland -
Warsaw, Krakéw and Poznan. The number
of towns involved in this advertising cam-
paign is now 11 cities, and their number is
still growing. Since November, residents can
come across posters everywhere - they hang
at stops, buildings or information poles.
Fundacja Nasze Dzieci-Edukacja, Zdrowie,
Wiara, an organization established in Silesia
with the intention of helping children from
the educational, social, psychological and
cultural side is responsible for the cam-
paign. The foundation helps local youth on a
daily basis, but in October, the president of
the organization, Mateusz Klosek, decided to
organize a campaign on a much larger scale.
The chairman of the foundation is himself
an active activist to ban abortion in Poland,
which he emphasizes in the Catholic maga-
zine " Milujcie sie ", where he is also a board
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member. Thanks to Klosek's actions, over
1,500 posters showing a child in the womb
were hung in Polish cities. The posters do
not have any slogans, but the anti-abortion
message and overtones are easy to under-
stand. However, the most interesting ele-
ment of the whole action is the author of the
graphics - Russian artist Yekaterina Glaz-
kowa. A few years ago, a woman shared an
image on the internet that can be purchased
as a stock image. The purchase price of
such graphics ranged from one to several
dollars. The seller is unable to control how
many people buy the graphic and for what
purposes it is used. Over the years, the
graphic has achieved good sales, mostly
used for women's health articles. After the
posters appeared in Poland, the author was
asked for opinions on the wuse of her
graphics on anti-abortion posters. The artist
expressed her surprise and dissatisfaction.
She decided to explain that when creating
the drawing, she did not mean the ideas
promoted in our country at that moment -"I
strongly disagree and am against this idea.
The picture was drawn as an embodiment of
the joy of motherhood, but not of forced
motherhood, in which there is no question
of any love or joy. These prohibitions are
meaningless, harmful and violate human
rights; they harm both women, as well as
unwanted children. If that happened in my
country, I would act to change this country.
It seems that progressive humanity has al-
ready worked on the subject of abortion
ban, everything has been explained, proved.
Is it the Middle Ages again? "



Walka o zagrozona wolnos¢ w Polsce.
Maksymilian Murawski

Polska po II Wojnie Swiatowej stala sie
czescia bloku wschodniego, ktory politycznie
byl uzalezniony od ZSRR. Kultura w czasach
PRL byla pod okiem cenzorow, co bardzo
ograniczalo dystrybucje tresci artystycz-
nych. W prasie i w telewizji mogly sie poja-
wia¢ tylko te tresci, ktore wladza oceniata
jako przychylne dla obowiazujacej polityki.
W surowo cenzurowanej tworczosci artystow
nie pozostawiano miejsca na krytyke ustroju
czy oso6b sprawujacych wladze w Polsce.
Ograniczono catkowicie mozliwosS¢ wypowia-
dania sie¢ w sposob nieprzychylny dla polity-
kow i wladz. W telewizji kanatéw istniaty za-
ledwie dwa kanaly (poczatkowo jeden!). Tele-
wizja Polska (TVP) byla jedynym nadawca
telewizyjnym, ktory kontrolowal tresci prze-
kazywane w mediach. W takiej sytuacji od-
biorcy nie mieli mozliwosci wyboru.

Dzis, kiedy mamy 200, 300 kanalow tele-
wizyjnych, nie do konca zdajemy sobie spra-
we, jak Swiat sie zmienit od czasow istnienia
PRL. Telewizja Polska jest utrzymywana jest
m.in. przez podatnikow.

Obecnie rzad chce wprowadzi¢ podatek od
reklam, ktory (rzekomo) ma by¢ pomoca dla
rzadu w walce z globalng pandemia. Jest to
kolejny podatek nalozony na przedsiebior-
stwa w tym tak trudnym okresie dla wszyst-
kich. Takie dodatkowe, powazne obcigzenie
finansowe moze doprowadzi¢ do bankructwa
i upadku prywatnych przedsiebiorstw me-
dialnych, ktére sa nie zalezne od wplywow
rzadu. To w konsekwencji moze doprowadzic¢
do zmonopolizowania mediow.

Polskie media zaprotestowaly przeciwko
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proponowanym przez rzad rozwiazaniom.

W strajku, ktory rozpoczat sie 10.02.2021 r.
i zostal zakonczony dzien pozniej, wzigta
udziat duza czesc¢ stacji telewizyjnych, porta-
li internetowych, gazet czy stacji radiowych.
Strajk ten byt wyraznym okazaniem sprzeci-
wu wobec planowanych obcigzen finanso-
wych dla firm medialnych.

Obecna sytuacja pokazuje nam, do czego
moga doprowadzi¢ dalsze dzialania rzadu.
Brak mozliwosci wyboru stacji telewizyjnej,
radiowej, czy tez gazety, stanowi powazne
zagrozenie dla wolnosci przekazywania in-
formacji w panstwie.

Podobna sytuacja miata miejsce na We-
grzech, gdzie Victor Orban oglosit podatek,
ktory doprowadzil do upadku wielu prywat-
nych przedsiebiorstw, gdy te zostaly wyku-
pione za drobne pieniadze i przeksztalcone
w nowy instrument wladzy do szerzenia pro-
pagandy. Spoétka Orlen dziala podobnie do
Gazpromu, ktory wykupywal upadajace me-
dia w Rosji i przeksztalcal je na przychylne
wladzy. Ta walka to cos wiecej, niz walka
z podatkiem, to walka o wolnosc¢ stowa.

A oto obrazy oddajace atmosfere lutowego
strajku (miedzy innymi w TVN czy serwisie
Gazeta.pl):

MEDIA BEZ WYBORU

W tym miejscu powinna by¢ nasza tresé.
Jesli plany rzadu sie powioda, mozesz jej kiedys naprawde nie
zobaczyc. Mozesz tez straci¢ mozliwosc korzystania z innych

niezaleznych mediéw i Zrodet informacji.
Kliknij i przeczytaj list otwarty do wladz Rzeczpospolitej
Polskiej

[P —
3% careras Ewyborczagl




O jakim podatku tu méwimy?

Kwota jaka zostala zaproponowana wynosi:
7.5% dla firm nieprzekraczajacych przycho-
dow w skali roku 50 milionéw ztotych

i 10% dla tych ktore przekraczaja ten
prog, na reklame w telewizji, radiu, bil-
bordach i kinach

2% do przychodu pomiedzy 15 a 30 milio-
now ztotych w skali roku i 6 procent, jesli
kwota przekracza 30 milionéw. Ta staw-
ka dotyczy reklamy w prasie.

5% dla firm, ktore przekroczyly S5 milionow
zlotych na reklame w Internecie

Uwaga: Powstaje tez specjalna kategoria
Stowarow kwalifikowanych” dla ktorych
kwota podatku wzrosnie do 4 i 12 pro-
cent w prasie, a w reklamie w telewizji,
kinie, radiu i bilbordzie, az do 10 i 15
procent. Do tych towarow zaliczajg sie:
suplementy diety, napoje stodzone, pro-
dukty lecznicze i wyroby medyczne.

Lacznie szacuje sie, ze firmy zaptaca okoto
800 milionéw zlotych.

Warto pamietac, ze to wtasnie TVP dostaje
dofinansowanie co roku (w zeszlym roku wy-
nioslo ono 2 miliardy ztotych). Dzieki takim
dotacjom (m.in.), TVP funkcjonuje bez naj-
mniejszych problemoéw, nie angazuje sie
w zadne strajki i nieustannie przedstawia
tresci nie zawsze zgodne z prawda, lub takie

Tu powinien by¢ Twéj ulubiony mecz

[TV P[CIZW W WHO: Rospraestraenianie sig nowych weriantw horonaviruso mae zopraepocé sukces sucepier [RREATS
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ktore sa proba parodii strajkéow innych sta-

cji.
Oto przyktad.

TVP przedstawila nastepujaca plansze
(grafika powyzej): po godzinie 20 transmito-
wano oredzie marszatlka Senatu Tomasza
Grodzkiego, ktéore pokrywalo sie z finalem
mistrzostw Swiata w klubowej pilce nozne;.
Zrobiono to oczywisScie specjalnie.

To, co teraz robi telewizja publiczna, nie
jest mozliwe do opisania w jednym artykule.
Jednak nie jest to az tak dotkliwy problem,
dopoki kazdy widz i odbiorca moze wybierac
swoje medium informacyjne. Kazdy ma za-
miennik, ktory sam wybiera i z ktorego moze
czerpac informacje.

Problem pojawia sie wtedy, kiedy takich
zamiennikow moze nie by¢, co przelozy sie
na brak rzetelnych informacji przedstawia-
nych Polakom, a wolnos¢ stowa zostanie po-
waznie zagrozona i w sytuacji, kiedy prze-
trwaja tylko podmioty medialne zalezne od
panstwa i tej wolnosci stowa nie bedzie wca-
le.

W 1989 roku TVP stracilo monopol na te-
lewizje w Polsce. Niepokojem napawa fakt,
ze pojawilo sie ryzyko zatoczenia ogromnego
kota i cofniecia sie o ponad 30 lat w zakresie
wolnosci stowa w Polsce. To juz nie jest cof-
nieci sie o pie¢ lat, przed ktoérym ostrzegat
nas jako obywateli i wyborcow Andrzej Duda
w swojej zywej kampanii w spotach, ktore
byly transmitowane w TVP.

W tej chwili sa prowadzone rozmowy
a propos proponowanych przez rzad rozwia-
zan i przedstawiane rézne porozumienia; ca-
ta Polska czeka na rozwoj sytuacji.

Ponizej jest list otwarty stworzony przez pro-
testujacych:
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List otwarty do wtadz Rzeczypospolitej Pol-
skiej i lideréw ugrupowan politycznych

Zwracamy sie w sprawie zapowiadanego
nowego, dodatkowego obcigzenia mediéw
dziatajacych na polskim rynku, mylaco nazy-
wanego "sktadkaq", wprowadzana pod
pretekstem Covid-19.

Jest to po prostu haracz, uderzajacy w pol-
skiego widza, stuchacza, czytelnika i inter-
naute, a takze polskie produkcje, kulture,
rozrywke, sport oraz media. Wprowadzenie
go bedzie oznaczaé:

1. ostabienie, a nawet likwidacje czesci
mediéw dziatajacych w Polsce, co znacznie
ograniczy spoteczernistwu mozliwosé wyboru
interesujacych go tresci,

2. ograniczenie mozliwosci finansowania
jakosciowych i lokalnych tresci. Ich produk-
cja daje obecnie utrzymanie setkom tysiecy
pracownikéw i ich rodzinom oraz zapewnia
wiekszosci Polakoéw dostep do informacji,
rozrywki oraz wydarzen sportowych w
znaczaqcej mierze bezplatnie,

3. pogtebienie nieréwnego traktowania pod-
miotow dziatajqacych na polskim rynku medi-
alnym, w sytuacji, gdy media paristwowe
otrzymuja co roku z kieszeni kazdego Polaka
2 mld ztotych, media prywatne obcigza sie
dodatkowym haraczem w wysokosci 1 mld
zt,

4. faktyczne faworyzowanie firm, ktére nie
inwestujq w tworzenie polskich, lokalnych
tresci kosztem podmiotéw, ktéore w Polsce in-
westuja najwiecej. Wedtug szacunkow, firmy
okreslane przez rzqd jako "globalni cyfrowi
giganci” zaplaca z tytutu wspomnianego
haraczu zaledwie ok. 50 - 100 min zt w
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poréwnaniu do 800 mln zi, jakie zaptaca
pozostate aktywne lokalnie media.
Skandaliczne jest rowniez niesymetryczne i
selektywne obciazenie poszczegdlnych firm.
Dodatkowo niedopuszczalna w parnistwie
prawa jest préoba zmiany warunkéw
koncesyjnych w okresie ich obowigzywania.
Jako media dzialajace od wielu lat w Polsce
nie uchylamy sie od cigzqcych na nas
obowigzkoéw i spotecznej odpowiedzialnosci.
Co roku ptacimy do budzetu Paristwa ros-
nqcaq liczbe podatkéw, danin i optat (CIT,
VAT, optlaty emisyjne, organizacje
zarzadzajace prawami autorskimi, koncesje,
czestotliwosci, decyzje rezerwacyjne, optata
VOD itd.). Wlasnq dziatalnoscia
charytatywna wspieramy tez najstabsze
grupy naszego spoleczeristwa. Wspieramy
Polakéw, jak i rzad w walce z epidemiq,
zaréwno informacyjnie, jak i przeznaczajac
na ten cel zasoby warte setki milionow
ztotych.

Zdecydowanie sprzeciwiamy Sie wiec uzy-
waniu epidemii, jako pretekstu do wprow-
adzenia kolejnego, nowego, wyjatkowo dot-
kliwego obciqgzenia mediéw. Obciqzenia
trwalego, ktére przetrwa epidemie Covid-19.

57
podmiotéow medialnych

Sygnatariuszami listu bylo stacji,

wydawnictw i
dziatajacych w przestrzeni publicznej. List
podpisali m.in.

Agora S.A.

CANAL+

Agory Sp. z o.o.

Grupa RMF

Kino Polska TV S.A.

OKO.press

Telewizja Polsat sp. z o.o.



The Battle Against Democracy
Benjamin Plapis

You have probably heard the news
lately, or maybe heard adults arguing about
politics in America, but with millions of on-
going questions, not all of your confusion
could have been answered, especially the
inquiries about the United States. Politics in
the U.S. are arguably one of the most con-
fusing systems of democracy, millions of
Americans watch candidates from opposite
parties debate in a race to be the next Presi-
dent. In 2016 Donald. J. Trump won the
election as a Republican running against
Hillary Clinton. Trump won by 306 electoral
votes to 232, he went about this win calling
it a landslide, however, he only won four
states by 1.2%. Had Hillary Clinton won
these states she would have been the first
female president in the US. H. Clinton had
actually won the popular vote with 65.84
million votes compared to Trump's 62.98
million. Clinton only lost because of the
Electoral College system.

The Electoral College is essentially a
number of points you get from winning over
a state, to win the presidency you must get
270 points. The points differ depending on
the population in that state, that is why
places like Florida and Texas account for
more electoral points. Candidates try to tar-
get specific states judging on the number of
points they could get. After Trump won in
2016 many people were not pleased. Since
Trump was officially elected in 2017 more
than 3 million jobs had been lost, this goes
against Trump’s promise that he would in-
troduce more jobs for the people. That is
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why many people wanted to vote for any
possible future candidate other than Trump
in 2020 because their lives were “unhappy”
in his hands.

Fast forward to today, Joseph R.
Biden has been elected President with the
first female Vice President, Kamala Harris
by his side. As J. Lindsay (2020) states more
than 159 million Americans voted in 2020,
For the first time ever, more than 140 mil-
lion people voted in the US. Biden won with
lots of room to move around in with a total
of 306 electoral votes to Trump's 232.
Trump still hasn't accepted his loss and
claims that he had won the “legal vote” and
that this was a “historic election interfer-
ence” but this claim was never proved to be
correct as there was no hard evidence.

On January 6th Congress gathered in the
Capitol building located in Washington D.C.
and confirmed Biden’s win. While this was
happening, protesters and international ter-
rorist which consisted of a group named the
"Proud Boys'" and Trump supporters broke
into the Capitol building, encouraged by
Donald Trump and his son Donald Trump
JR. Some of the people who raided and pro-
tested were armed and one of them had zip
ties, suggesting that they were looking for
hostages.



The man with the zip ties was found and

taken to court, later on police found an ar-
senal of weapons and tactical gear in his
home.

After the horrific event that ques-
tioned American police, army and democra-
cy, Trump was scheduled for impeachment
the second time. Impeachment is the pro-
cess in which a legislative body holds a gov-
ernment official accountable with legal
charges. Impeachment can take away the
rights of a president or government official,
making them powerless and essentially fir-
ing them. The first time Donald Trump was
impeached was for controversial interactions
between the U.S and Ukraine, the impeach-
ment trial was not passed and Trump was
not removed from office. The Constitution
requires 2/3 of the senate to vote for the
President to be impeached or they are not
removed. Impeachment also takes away
one's right to run as president again and
that is why on February 8th, Donald J
Trump will be tried for impeachment again,
the senate will be controlled by Democrats
by then and Trump will most likely lose his
right to ever be president again.

As soon as Joe Biden was elected, he
went straight to work, he signed a total of
30 executive orders within the span of 3
days, these include stopping funding for the
Mexican border wall, welcoming back trans
gender people into the army, introducing a
mask mandate when on federal property
and in airports, giving out stimulus checks
to families, pausing school debt until Octo-
ber and many more. President Biden is try-
ing to end the pandemic and give out vac-
cines while also trying to reverse many
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things Trump has done. He even went to the
extent of decorating the oval office where he
works, with family photos, portraits and pic-
tures of Civil Rights leaders and even a
sculpture of civil rights leader, Rosa Parks.
Additionally,
coke button that would bring Trump a Coca

he removed the Pepsi/Diet

Cola on a silver platter.

Donald Trump will now move to one of
his large estates most likely in Florida, there
is a chance that he will soon face charges
for his tax evasion. According to the BBC
(2020), Trump only paid 750 dollars in fed-
eral taxes in 2016 and 2017. He also has to
pay back 300million dollars in loans by
2024. He avoided paying this when he was
the president but now he must be held re-
sponsible for all that he has done.

Biden is reversing many laws that
Trump had implemented and also creating
his own set of rules. The U.S. will never be
the same for many people but Joe Biden,
and Vice President Kamala Harris have
promised to fulfil their duty and unify in-
stead of divide.
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Memes, sweet memes
What exactly are you?
Marta Mycielska
Some time ago I was sitting on my phone and suddenly I saw a picture like this:

I can't say that I laughed out loud, but I smiled.
The absurdity of this reaction hit me hours later, when I went to bed.
What the heck is funny about a shrimp in poor resolution, signed
"where my shrimps"!?

It was the first time in my life that I asked myself: what exactly are
Where my shrimps? ~ memes and why do we consider them as something funny?

The answer to this question will probably seem obvious to many people, because funny pic-
tures and videos are a huge part of our everyday life (and I also take into account memes
which are funnier than the one of the shrimp). The truth is, however, that the term “meme”
was introduced by one English biologist, and is not really defined as “funny picture, gif or
video”.

What exactly are memes?

So what is the exact definition of a meme?

The term “meme” was introduced by an English biologist Richard Dawkins and comes from
Greek “mimeme” (something that is imitated). It also brings to mind words like English
“memory” and the French “meme” (the same).

Dawkins described meme as a kind of replicator - unit with the ability to mutate and select.
He thus showed that there are some interesting analogies between memes and genes.

Okay, at first glance, Dawkins’s definition might seem a bit... overcomplicated. In fact, Daw-
kins is a biologist so maybe he just had strange associations. But Dawkins did not say that
memes are analogous to genes, he said something more like: hey, why do we only talk
about genes and biology in the context of replication? After all, there are also other types of
replicators on earth that are a product of human culture, which too are subject to selection
and mutation.

It is important to mention that the Dawkins’s “meme” includes much more than just funny
pictures from the internet. A meme is every piece of information that is copied from person
to person by imitation. Speaking in your native language, dressing in a certain fashion,
even singing a fragment of your favorite song you spread the memes. It work just like in
Darwin’s theory of evolution. Only instead of a genetic evolution we have an evolution of ele-
ments of culture.
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Let’s take a look at the spread pattern of internet memes (actually the whole article was
supposed to be about internet memes, but I felt like I had to expand on it). When people
find the meme that makes them laugh, they sometimes edit it to suit a specific situation, or
simply show a sense of humor through their associations with it. As an example, let’s take
a look at a few memes that are modified versions of not funny shrimp meme.

He protec

He attac

But most importantly

can i
please

. what a nice man, my shrimps
some OC for the bois weren't in there though

Those pictures are somewhat varied replicators of shrimp meme, which through the imita-
tions and mutations of the original, spread even more widely on the internet. As a result, it
is really possible, that someone will replicate these memes one day.

Why do we consider internet memes as something funny?

Once we know more or less what a meme is, we can focus on the second issue: Why do in-
ternet memes amuse us? Well, I find it very difficult to answer that question. Try to recall
your favorite internet meme. What is it about its content or appearance that makes you
laugh? A sense of humour (especially regarding memes) is something that scientist have
long been unable to explain. However, there are several theories about this topic. One of
them says that people are amused when information from different areas of life is mixed to-
gether. To “get” such a meme-mix we need to have enough clues of all the information its
made of.
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This may sound quite vague, so let me show an example:

WHEN YOU GET A SNACK IN THE
FRIDGE AT NIGHT

8 _ In this meme you can see a popular photo of the running
E girl sighed “When you get a snack in the fridge at night

i@ and you hear someone”. The photo used here is intended
MEUNE to reflect the authors’s alleged feeling in the situation de-

scribed. Although the girl’s photo and the situation de-

scription are elements that came from completely different sources, together they form a
meme. If the caption had appeared without the photo it wouldn’t be funny at all.

There are also memes in which you can’t find the logical link between the information ele-
ments they’re made of. Thing called “absurd humour” appears in them. Here is an example:

ST

X ~
t's alnicelfatfand!healthyl®rang
. L

35

Some meme-mixes are collections of information so randomly
selected, that they make no sense at all. It seem so illogical to us
that we can’t help but laugh. That’s probably why some people enjoy
absurd memes like this one.

Do we enjoy internet memes just because they’re funny?

In her work “KEEP CALM AND STUDY MEMES (2015) ” Ashley Dainas wrote: “I questioned
whether or not humor was the appropriate scale by which to rate enjoyment of memes. An-
other possible scale would be “share-ability” or how likely a participant would be to “share”
a given meme with their friends, family or co-workers.” Dainas argued that when we “get”
the meme we realize that we belong to a particular group of people who also “get” this kind
of a joke. In this respect our meme sense of humour also influences our social status. The
more a meme is made for a specific group, the greater the possibility that it will amuse its
members. For example if you are a fan of a particular game or book series, you will proba-
bly be amused by the memes about them, and you may show them to your friends who like
the same subjects that you do.
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To sum up, it cannot be denied that internet memes make our
daily routine more colorful. It is not clear why we enjoy them
so much - so far we can only speculate.

As it turns out, it's not just about internet pictures. Imitated,
selected and mutated memes have become a huge part of our
culture. Just look around - how much of what you can see is
actually a meme?

Running little girl - a meme with a reference to Harry Potter
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Covid-19 Vaccine

Anna Minakowska

As we all know, the world has been strug-
gling and fighting with the deadly Corona-
virus. The pandemic started in the begin-
ning of last year and is still present to this
day. Fortunately Pfizer-BioNTech pharma-
ceutical concern created a vaccine that
might help and restore the world to normal.
How does the vaccine work?

The COVID-19 vaccine helps our bodies de-
velop immunity to the virus, without us get-
ting the illness. There are different types of
vaccines, however, they all leave a “memory”
in the body that will remember how to fight
the virus in the future. Basically when vac-
cinated, you get a small, weakened part of
the virus injected into your body, so that it
will be able to fight it without a problem and
be prepared to fight it in the future. In case
of the COVID-19 vaccine (it is an mRNA vac-
cine) people are injected the material from
the virus that causes the disease and gives
our cells instructions for how to make a pro-
tein that is unique to the virus, and after
that destroy the genetic material from the
vaccine. The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is giv-
en in two phases (2 shots that are 21 days
apart).

(b

Is it safe?

The whole idea of a vaccine is to prepare
your body to fight with the virus in a safe
and controlled way. That means that vac-

cines are overall safe and don’t cause major
side effects. The side effects of the COVID-
19 vaccine may include: pain, swelling and

redness (on the arm where you got the vac-
chills
(throughout the body). Of course we should

cine), tiredness, headaches and
remember that these symptoms might show
but are rare and most often you feel just a

little tired.

What is the anti- vaccine movement?

Even though there are rigorous vaccine
safety systems in different countries, includ-
ing Poland, there are still some people that
refuse to vaccinate themselves and their
children. Some vaccines are considered ob-
ligatory and people that are a part of the an-
ti-vaccine movement think that they should
have a choice whether that want to take the
vaccine or not. This is cause by the fear of
the potential side effects. We should remem-
ber that the decision to refuse vaccines also
affects public health, since less people are
immune to the disease and it increases the
possibility of catching the virus.
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